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Sub-Saharan Africa Region SDI News

Gabon: F'Geomaticdn Gabon Day held

On December 4, 2014he¢ Gabonese Agency f@r

@'2014 Journée de la Géomatique au gﬂﬁmi Space Studies and Observatiof&GEOS

Recherche, Lecheologies, apphications: Acquis et potenticls http://www.ageos.gy/ co-organzed with the
de b2 ghomatique aw service du dévloppoment dursiie Grapht and Cartography Lab (LAGRAC) ¢f
(it & bt S04 ke ol et sl fnbot Omar Bongo University (UOB)and World

Emphithdldies ERGET

Py . Resources Institute (RM), the first Gabon
F o iy e i PRy bl @ EE ' GeomaticsDay. This first (2014) edition of the
W Gabon GeomaticsDay aimedat conductingan

inventory of national expertise (skills, tools, resources, &thirh can and shouldupportusers and beneficiarig
(public, private, civil society) fomaking decisiors. This Day sought to recognize arappreciate the degree
ownership of an advanced technical field by national aioBabon

ring in

ys hi ps

ta on

Trave

o7

S

The evenbrought together a diverse audience to present currentiamd fieomatics research in Gabon. Presentajions

focusedon the following themes:

Theme 1: Potential tools and technologies Spatial Information
Theme 2: Operational capabilities, tools and technological means
Theme 3: Forests, plant biomass, hydro and ralmesources, energy
Theme 4: Biodiversity and Conservation

Theme 5: Land Management you local authorities

Topic 6: Coastal and Marine Resources Management

Theme 7: Risk prevention and disaster management.

The Day created a space for Gabonese expertatinl and strengthen relationships with one another in their res
and application of geomatics in Gabonédés future.

Source:http://www.ageos.ga/actuadist/blogs/journeede-la-geomatiqueau-gabonedition-2014
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Republic of the Congopr el i mi nary study on wupdating the ¢

A contract was signed idanuary2015between the Congolese Ministry of Roads and Public Wo

ount

andl GN France International for a pr edroadways: dqy on

databaseOnce this database is fully operational; it will be used as a decisiting tool for the EGN
Ministry and various institutions in charge of road networ&intenanceas well enabling the France
management of C o nRprotldesstudy lH drranbeelmtdérnatrgplewill define in

particular:

1 expected functionalities of the future database,

status of reference data (production, update, integration),

general organization to be implemented for the effective update of the database,
equipment required for data acquisition, treatment and conservation (roadways data bank), and
the knowledge transfer to lpeovided in order that work can be carried out locally.

f
f
f
f

=

Source:http://www.ignfi.com/en/content/ministrpadsand-public-workscongerequestgechnicalassistancegn-updatecountrys
road

Burkina Faso: Four-year project has completed updating aditional base map

statusof ari ous o6tradesb®d (production, wupdate, intedrati

B LB In 2011, IGN France International was awarded the prgject

= Jenm— funded by the European Union in the contex the 10th

{ 1.200 000 as well as the updating of the national togdigrd
. SR i . ; i databaseThe previous base map had not been updated sinde
| | 195006s and did not reflect
i A, occurred in Burkina in the recent years.

The project was divided in 4 main coangents:

European Development Fund, to update the national base njap of
Burkina Faso.Completed between 2011 and 2015, this prgject
consisted in the creation of 34 topographic maps at a scdle of

the
any

1 The acquisition of satellites imagesdatine technical assistance for the launch of tenders that were mgant to

permit the acquisition of the equipment necessary for the project.
1 A capacity building phase consisting in the implementation of the methodology, the identification df
expertisethe recruitment of local teams and extensive training sessions ;

local

1 A production and technical assistance phase. It is important to note that in this project, like in most ofghe IGN

France International projects, 100% of the production is completed ldgalbcal staff. It is also important o

0

underline that a special care was taken to place names as the proper names including the names of \Jillages has

been totally checked, completed and updated.

1 And the last phase aims to highlight the work being douketla® added value of such a project to future usgrs.

Burkina Faso celebrated the end of the project last February, 19th with the organization of an exhibition pregenting its

main achievements as well as a final seminar and an official ceremony thatldoekap the recently rehabilitat¢d
National Mapping Institute of Burkina (IGBittp://www.igb.bf).

See also(in French) Cléture du project de mise a jour de la cagr ap hi e H200000 @ucBurkihal] e

http://www.igb.bf/pagehtm/cloturepc200.html

Source:http://www.ignfi.com/en/content/burkiffasohasupdatedits-nationatbasemap

Mauritius: New policy famework to govern fair and transparent allocation of State Lamadcluding State
Land Registemasac o mponent of countrydés SDI

%..

75

- '“q;|'l..

transparencyDuring his statement at thdational Assemblyon 20 February
2015 Vice-Prime Minister, Ministryof Housing and Lands, Mr Showkutalfy
Soodhun, pointed out that He new gstem also will provide for the
Ministry of Housing & Lands establishment of a State Land Register, which will be a component ft
c 0 u n Natignal Spatial Data Infrastructure.

The MauritiusGovernment is coming forward with a Policy framework, which
will govern the allocation of State Land to ensure accountability, fairnesp and

the
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According to Mr Soodhun, the State Land Register will enable the identification of each parceé dfasththat ca

be developed for either commercial or tourist purpose. This information will be posted on the web site of the Ministry
for the call for expressions of interest whereby promoters should satisfydaterenined set of criteria, among othdrs
financial credentials, proven track records, and proof and justification of amount of Foreign Direct Investment to be
injected in the project. A certificate from a recognised banking institution would have mandatorily to be producgd.

In his statement @he National Assembly, the Vigerime Minister, Minister of Housing and Lands, also talked offjthe

need to come up with a revised National Development Strategy. He recalled that the first national levd spatial
development plantguide and control devgdmentwere prepared in the seventies and that successive goverrjments
have since reviewed it from time to time. AThe G¢vernr
introduce another dimension to the planning fungionh e s ai d.

The nav National Development Strategy will assess the implications of the amount of land available for develppment,
identify constraints and make proposals for an integrated public/private transport strategy, smart growth prindples and
address a range of urbplanning and development issues.

Source:http://www.govmu.org/English/News/Pages/Nealicy-Frameworkto-governfair-and-transparemtallocation-of-State
Land.aspx

Ghana: new national policy on National Spatidata Infrastructure (NSDI) developed

A new national policy on National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) has peen
developed for GhanaThis was announced bihe Minister for Lands and Naturl
Resairces, Hon. Nii Osah Millsa t the opening session of t
Geospatial Forum in Accradon. Mills explained that the policy aimed to providd a
common platform through a clearing house concept to percoess to geospatial data, improve the quality of datd and
reduce cost related to the use and generation of geographic inforritgistnessed the need for a careful considergtion

of the challenges involved, with a view to ensuring the successful uggasipatial technologies, adding that
government recognized the need to provide support, including infrastructure and policy direction to enabke fshana
successfully use geospatial technologies.

Source:http://allafrica.com/stories/201503041352.html

Call for abstrack: 2015 Ghana Geographical Association and Ghana Geography Teachers Assocfation
Annual Conference
4-8 August 2015, LegorGhana

The Ghana Geographical Associatio o
(GGA) and te Ghana Geography :
Teachers Association (GGTA) have

been organising conferences every ye

on various themes to discuss issues that affects our environment, society and the ne

large. This year the theme is: Geography, Place, and Developriéet.vene for the

Conference is the Department of Geography and Resource Development, Univers

Ghana, Legon.Submit abstracts (@ more than 250 worjisto owusuba@yahoo.com
kojokumm@yahoo.congeowusu@yahoo.corbeadline for submissionsiay 15, 2015

Source:http://lists.gsdi.ordpipermail/sdiafrica/attachments/20150319/44c¢87c5e/attach &t .jpg "-le-'-ﬂ

Rwanda National Land Use Planning Portalaunched

Fiuirain faatit o st taa. Lo usly ] Thanks to a new website called the National Land
9 L Use Planning Portal (NLUR
http:/rwandalanduse.rnra.)wRwandans connect
to the Internet now have easy access to-las®lplans and other spatial data on the web, decreasing the time it thkes to
find such maps and documents. Built on Esri's ArcGIS platform by the Rwanda Naturatd@sstuthority with th
support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), NLUPP is the first portal of its find on
the continent of Africa.

National Land Use Planning Portal

Rwanda has embarked or
developing laneluse plans at the . S
national and district levels as

Over the past several years ‘i,
<
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well as for urban centers. NLUPP now makes this information available and accessible to all Rwandans. Th
designed to enhance transparency and provide Rwanda's citizens with information on how best to use thdlel
also providing professionals with the tools and data they need to plan for sustainable development of the cd
conduct laneuse analysis.

portal is
nd, wh
untry and

The portal eases the discovery process even for those without Internet access. Local leaders use¢hto rassig
residents in obtaining current maps and records, which is still much faster than the previous method of flippin
map books and rummaging through file cabinets for information and then making scans and photocopies.

Source:http://www.esri.com/esmews/releases/tbqtr/rwandalaunchesthefirsteverlanduseportal-in-africa

South Africa: Digital Elevation Models and Biaster Applications Workshop

through

A Digital Elevation Models an
, 3 SdarisSa pisaster Applications Workshop |s
‘ SPACE AGENCY being hosted by South Afric

National Space Agency (SANSA)
SANSA Space Operations at Hartesbeeshoek, Gauteng, South Africa, from March 23 to 27, 2015.

The workshop being eorganized by the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEQS/ceos.orhWorking
Group on Capacity Building and Data Democracy (WGCaltih://ceos.org/ourwork/workinggroups/wgcapdrl he

it

C to use

primary objective is to take advantage of the 30m SRTM topographic data and develop capacity within SAD
the elevation model in different applications with a specific emphasis on flood mgdéiaurse participants wi
include two course coordinators from the Brazilian Space Agency (INPI) and the University of Colorado in th
well as 20 participants from the SADC region.

The CEOS WGCapD was formed at the 25th CEOS Plenary in 201laclikities of the group are aligned with t
four pillars of the Data Democracy Initiative Mission (DDIM) and aims to unify CEOS efforts toward:

- providing wider and easier access to Earth observation data

- increasing the sharing of software tools sastopen source software and open systems interface

- increasing data dissemination capabilities and transferring relevant technologies to end users

- providing intensive capacity building, education and training (including awareness and outreach) tererod
gather information and increase their communication of the results.

Draft agendahttp://ceos.org/document_management/Working_Groups/WGCapD/Meetings/WGCAPD -SRTM
WorkshopAfrica_Mar2015/WGCapD_SRTNWorkshopAfrica-Agendav3_Mar2015.docx

Source:http://www.sansa.organews/9énewsletter?start=5

South Africa: User needs survey focuses on NGI export formats

A s rural development National GeeSpatial Information (NGlhttp://www.ngi.gov.zg/ clients
&:}Q} & fand reforn w are requested to participate in a user needs pioreGML and othe
) A o s ans e, Ecrts export formats provided by NGI. The purpose of the survey i
- determine the impact of using Geographic Markup Language (GM
a primary export format for vector/GIS data for NGurrently NGI vector GIS data is disseminated in Edrapefile

[
us, as

us

to
) as

format as a standard product at no cost. Other formats, such as DXF and DWG are charged for at a nomingl rate, i.e.

DXF and DWG are charged items.

GML is an international approved ISO Standard (ISO/TC211) and vendor independent whereas Shapef]
although it has become a de facto standard. The NGI has made a decision to disseminate GIS/vector data i
needs to assess the impact and readiness of users for this change.

NGI users are requested to kindly provide feedback by filling iform provided for the survey on google dri
http://goo.gl/forms/m7zrZQBDy9

The feedback will give NGI an indication as to how ready users are for adapting to GML as a primary export f

8]
GML and

brmat. It

will also give an indication as to the suitability of the current dissemination formats provided by the NGI. Usgrs will

also have the opportunity to indicate other suitable formats for dissemir@dintact Raoul Duesimi, DRDLR, Tel 02
6584372,raoul.duesimi@drdlr.gov.za

1
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http://ceos.org/
http://ceos.org/ourwork/workinggroups/wgcapd/
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Zimbabwe: As official data dry up, farmers gauge rainfall themselves

Two months after the first rains fell in Zunzanyika village last autusmsions
were high. The rains which mark the strt of the planting season had
disappeared as quickly as they had come, and crops planted in October fai
germinate.

But unlike many of the smallholder farmers in his village, Takesure Chik
never panickedMr Chikata instead turned to his baekgl rain gauge. Once the
rain finally returned in mieDecember, Mr Chikata knew just when it was t
right time to plant his maize crop.

For four years, Mr Chikata and 30 other farmers from Zunzanyika, 170K
northeast of the capital, Harare, have compilethiled records on local rainfall, learning to understand local trend
micro-climates and to cut the risk of crop failure.

E and

The knowledge is helping them to cope not just with drastically changing rainfall patterns, but with severe funcling cuts

atte government 6s meteorol ogical department that h
local climate and weather data.

ave |

Mr Chikata, 38, chairs the Zunzanyika Farmer Field School, a community project that teaches about climat@ncijang

conservation agriculture, and which helped local farmers to install and use the rain gauges.

Sourcehttp://www.trust.org/item/2015031110088abjj

Kenya: UON and USAID launch Geograpic Information Systems Lab

The College of Agriculture and Veterinary Sciences (CAVS) and with United States Ajency

‘:?' International Development (USAID) have launched a Geographic Information (GIS) ljab at
the Department of Land Resource Management agidcdtural Technology (LARMAT),
NIRRT O BALIIE Unlverslty Of Naerbl.

COLLEGEOF AGRICULTURE
vETERINA Ty sciences  USAID Kenya has extended supptirtthe University through UoiColorado State Universit

(CSU) partnership amounting to $656,000 from 2011 to 2014. The support has covered many
activities cutting acrosseaiching and training, staff and student exchange, postgraduate and faculty resedqrch and

community engagement/outreach to dry land communities.

establishment of the GIS Lab at the UniversifyNairobiis a significant step in the use of new technologies to
capacity of students and faculty in addressing emerging issues and challenges facing the Country and Africa
especially indry lands.

Speaking during the launch, Prof. Mbithi commended the strong partnership between the Universities noh’ai that t

See also: USAID partners with UoN in launching GIS Uatly://cavs.uonbi.ac.ke/node/20430

Source:http://www.uonbi.ac.ke/node/9009

LandPKS a site characterization tool for use by land managers in nagntral Kenya and nortkeastern
Namibia

As the threat of food shortages and hunger looms over many families in East Afri

Africa as a whole, there is a need to increase the productivity of agricultural syst
alleviate overteliance on food aid According to Byron Okubasu Anangwe, prodjict

development officer at the Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources for Development

uild
s a whole

a and
ms to

— (RCMRD), a new Land Potential Knowledge System (LandHKS
Land http://www.ars.usda.gov/research/projects/projects.htm?accn _no=42b88@&d under th

SERVIR Eastern and Southern Africa project at the Centre could be one solution Jto this

crisis.

How does LandPK®elp determine land potentidifitial outputs for the pilot version of the LandPKS will provide fhe

user with three data visualizations:

A Map that displays all pl ot assessments submitte
A Chart displaying relative producti olmodelingili ces ba
A Chart displaying relative degradation resistanc

7
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http://www.trust.org/item/20150311100827-6abjj
http://cavs.uonbi.ac.ke/node/20430
http://www.uonbi.ac.ke/node/9009
http://www.ars.usda.gov/research/projects/projects.htm?accn_no=425330
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Anangwe says that the basic version of the LandPKS was released in February 2015 to serve as a site char
tool for uise by land managers in naftentral Kenya and nortbastern NamibiaDe si gn mo d i y-goid,
and are i mplemented based on user feedback from vy

See also: The global LafRbtential Knowledge System (LandPKS): Supporting evidérased site-specific land usg¢

and management through cloud computing, mobile applications, and crowdsoatcing,
http://www.jswconline.org/content/68/1/5A.full.pdf

Source:http://www.newvision.co.ug/news/66563dwland-potentiatknowledgesysterto-benefitfarmers.html

Call for participation: AFREF Data Holding and Analysis Centres

The African Geodetic Reference Frame (AFREF) Steering Committee call

AFREF

& i Forfeiemsie | enine
aa o k..

providing a common reference system for mapping and production of geog
information.

Participation is open to national mapping organizations, government agesttieation

and research institutions and other organizations in Africa whose technical rssalloe supporting AFRENF

activities. Participants may take part in one or both areas for which they have the capacity to undertake.

Currently there are about 70 permanent GNSS stations in Africa that submit data on daily basis to the

Operational Dat Centre located at the Chief Directorate of National Geospatial Information, Department o
Development and Land Reform of the Republic of South Aftitg.//www.afrefdata.org/

See link forinformation onthe activities, responsibilities and functional argawhich participation is soughn Data
holding and Data Analysis Centres: http://lists.gsdiorg/pipermail/sdi
africa/attachments/20150319/d6ec64e0/attachi®@d8.pdf Further details of the standards asttier protocols to b
followed will be communicated to those organizations who respond to this call of participation

Those organizations iatested in participating in the above mentioned AFREF activities should submit a letter o
to Dr. Hussein Faralfiarah@rcmrd.orgby 30th June 201%expressing their interests.

Source:http://rcmrd.org/?portfolio=caltfor-participation-afref

Asia & the Pacific RegionSDI News

Lao PDR: Decree on Surveyingierial Photography and Mapping(No. 330/GOL, September 18, 20)4

The National Gegraphic Department of La
PDR (http://www.ngdlaos.ln supported by thq
Strengthening National Geographic Service
Lao PDR (SNGEEP,
http://www.finnmap.com/2014/continuation

technicalassistancéaos), published in
September 2014 Becree on Surveying, Aerial Photography and Mapping (No. 330/GThég Decree determing
principles, regulations and measures on operationsramagemenof surveying, aerial photography and rpaqy for
public administrationpromotion of implementation andsing advanced tenfgues, sciencéechnology intothose
mentioned activities for high effectivenessdato be in harmony in the wholeountry, aimingto serve the socig
economic develpment, national defence, pub$iecurity and preservation of the natural environment.

Note also:High-Level Seminar on Geospatial Daleld, http://www.brudirect.com/&outheastsia/southeastsia

hcterization
li ons

el d c

for

participation to solicit support in the establishment of Data Holding and Data Anflysis
Centres. AFREF is considered important for the sustainable development of Affjca by

aphic

AFREF
I Rural

14

intent

v)

laos/item/1713high-levelseminaron-geospatiadataheld. Ministers and dignitaries convened to discuss the ngeds,

benefits and financing of gspatial data at a seminar held in Vientiane on 16 Jarafdry Minister of Home Affairs|
Mr. Xaisy Santivong opened the seminar by highlighting the importance of accurate and current geospatig
inform the Lao government 96swdekebhogdmesnuppoThet Kin

| data to
coumy

work of the National Geographic Department (NGD), which in turn is responsible for the collection of geospajial data

and the regulation framework around it.

Download:http://www.ngdlaos.la/wsgontent/uploads/2014/12/@2ecree330GOL_English.pdf

8
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http://www.afrefdata.org/
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GSDI Rgional Newslettet Vol. 2 No. 3

Bhutan: JICA to support Project on th®evelopment of National Geospatial Data

TUFTAZUNMAT] FUASH N THR NN The National Land Commission &etariat (NLCS
b e o e = http://www.nlcs.gov.bY made an official request to the Jagan
National Land Commission International Cooperation Agency (JICA) for technigal
cooperation for creating 1:25,000 digital topographic mags to
support agriculturalplanning. In addition, NLCS requestg¢d
assistance in establishing a national spatial data infrastructure (NSDI) strategy to formulate efficient and admpistrative
geoinformation services. The NSDI strategy is viewed as important to prepaiafgaoationefficiently and to shar
with ministries and organizations. Various aspects of NSDI development will be explored with 1:25,000 topdgraphic
map as a model case. The planned contract period for a project to be funded by JICA is February 20180b7¢arly
late September.

Royal Government of Bhutan

See: Record of discussions on Project on Development of National Geospatial Data in Bhutan agreed upof between
Gross National Happiness Commission and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 10 November 20} 4.

http://gwweb.jica.go.jp/km/ProjDoc048.nsf/VIEWJCSearchX/2595A5DF2DABF6414925 THI¥IB65/$FILE/Y%EI
%80%90%E7%BD%B2%E5%90%8D%E6%B8%88%E3%80%91RD_%E3%83%96%E3%83%BCY%E3%82%BF%E

3%83%B3.pdf

See also:Online portal fo all geospatial data by 2017utba data sharing policy will have to be drafted fifst
http://www.kuenselonline.com/onlingortatfor-all-geospatiablataby-2017

[SDI-AsiaPacific] Bhutan: National Committee for GIS Coordination launches geospatial portal (October 14] 2014),
http://lists.gsdi.org/pipermail/sdisiapacific/2014Dctober/001181.html

Source:https://www.devex.com/projects/tenders/natiegedspatialinformationcreationprojectin-bhutan/162809

Vietnam andJapansign MOUto cooperate omvarious elements ofiational spatialdata infrastructure

MINISTRY OF MATURAL RESOURCES AND ENYIROMME The Vietnam Departmérof Survey and Mapping
DEPARTMENTIOFISURVEYJANDIMAPPIN ETN (VDSM) and the Geospatial Information Authorgy

CUC BO BAC VA BAN BO VIEY . of Japan (GSI) exchanged a Memorandumj of

l Understanding (MoU) on March 11, 2015 [in

Hanoi to commit to collaborative efforts.

Since 2010, the GSI has been supporting the VDSM in wiofes training
for personnel, enabling Vietham to take part in the finalisation of Glo
Map Version 1 and 2 by the Unité&thtions Cartographic Section

cartography and a geospatial datha developing fundamenta
infrastructures for surveying services and the Global Navigation Sate
System (GNSS), building the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NS
and using geospatial information to reduce the impact of natural disaste

Soure: http://www.viethambreakingnews.com/2015/03/vietij@pan-cooperatein-cartography/

Myanmar. National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) Promotion Semimaeld

On February 27, 2015 National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NS[
Promotion Seminarwas heldin Nay Pyi Taw Myanmar, jointly
organized by the Ministry of Science and Technology, and p g n 6 s
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industrj\n NSDI Compnittee will
soon be formed in order to oversee the coordination of work by relgvant
ministries and the drafting of lawas needed.

=

A study of geospatial technologiefor data exchangeas well as the
developmentof framework data to support interoperdtyil will be
pursued taestablishthe best options faan NSDI system The system i
thought to provide new employment opportunitisapportindustrial
development andrban projects, as well amprove coordination fo

disaster management.



http://www.nlcs.gov.bt/
http://gwweb.jica.go.jp/km/ProjDoc048.nsf/VIEWJCSearchX/2595A5DF2DABF64149257D96001E9365/$FILE/%E3%80%90%E7%BD%B2%E5%90%8D%E6%B8%88%E3%80%91RD_%E3%83%96%E3%83%BC%E3%82%BF%E3%83%B3.pdf
http://gwweb.jica.go.jp/km/ProjDoc048.nsf/VIEWJCSearchX/2595A5DF2DABF64149257D96001E9365/$FILE/%E3%80%90%E7%BD%B2%E5%90%8D%E6%B8%88%E3%80%91RD_%E3%83%96%E3%83%BC%E3%82%BF%E3%83%B3.pdf
http://gwweb.jica.go.jp/km/ProjDoc048.nsf/VIEWJCSearchX/2595A5DF2DABF64149257D96001E9365/$FILE/%E3%80%90%E7%BD%B2%E5%90%8D%E6%B8%88%E3%80%91RD_%E3%83%96%E3%83%BC%E3%82%BF%E3%83%B3.pdf
http://www.kuenselonline.com/online-portal-for-all-geospatial-data-by-2017
http://lists.gsdi.org/pipermail/sdi-asiapacific/2014-October/001181.html
https://www.devex.com/projects/tenders/national-geospatial-information-creation-project-in-bhutan/162809
http://www.vietnambreakingnews.com/2015/03/vietnam-japan-cooperate-in-cartography/
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See also: [SDAsiaPacific] Myanmar: Spatial Data (GIS) Infrastructure Project Coordinator sought (17 March
http://lists.gsdi.org/pipermail/sdisiapacific/2014March/001119.htin; Myanmar- Technical Advisory Mission, UN
SPIDER (March 2012), http://www.unrspider.org/advisorgupport/advisorymissions/technicaadvisory
missions/myanmatechnicaladvisorymission

Note also: Software Development Consultasbught UN-Habitat, Yangon Deadline:6 March 2015 Develop
application software to demonstrate improved service delivery, giving coofiderthe Settlement and Land Recq
Department (SLRD) under the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation to continue aowbllof change and ne
technology throughout the country to strengthen land administration and management in rural and urbaitggoje

Source:http://www.moi.gov.mm/zg/?q=news/27/02/2018/&67

Bangladesh:Nationwide Use of SERVIR Satellitbased Flood Forecasting and Warning System

Bangladesh officials have announced plans tcapdpaJasor2
satellitebased flood forecasting and warning systeationrwide
in Bangladesh for 2015. The system vdeveloped by SERVIH
to aid an area where floodwaters inundate from 1/3 to 2/3 @
country annually, kiling hundreds of people and etfifey
millions. The systm, which relies on river levelata provided by
the Jasof? satellite, last year provided the longest lead time
flood warnings ever produced in Bangladesh.

Jasor2's radar altimeter measures the precise distance be
the s#ellite and the river surface at points where the sate

the river's height at the point of crossing, so flood r
downstream can be assessed.

Source:http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/servir/bangladeamingsystem.html

Pakistan: Defeating dengue the smart westh realtime surveillance / smartphone app

(February) a dengue prediction system based on surveil
data gathered in real time using a smartphone app and fed
spatial or geographical model.

Currently Karachi, the provincial capital, and other citieg
Sindhd a povince with a population of 45 million peopée
depend on bl anket fumi gat

Pakistandés Sindh ]:Drlaunchthis:reontll

f

P014),

rds

Ct
http://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/jobs/UNabitat Software Development Consultant 6 _Mar 2015.pdf

the

for

ween

lite

crosses overhead. The data, available almost immediately, r¢veals
sks

S ge
ance

nto a

in

on d

chemicals to reduce populations of the Aedes aegypti mosquito,

the primary dengue vectofhe dengue surveillance model usihg
spatial technology wasedigned by the Pakistan Space and
Upper At mosphere Research Commi ssion (SUPARCO), sjlays S
Malik tells SciDev.Net that spatial mapping using geographical information systems (GIS) helps identify [disease
hotspots so that possible outbreaks can beepmep t e d . ALarvae collected fromn hot :
virus strains allowing prompt and precise interfjventi
Source:http://www.scidev.net/soutlisia/health/news/defeatirdenguethe- smartway.html
Sri Lanka: Getting the better of bad weather
New, lowcost and portable weather stations could help countries like Sri ljanka
better prpare for floods and landslides. The stations are designed to cgpture
and transmit near reéime data on rainfall, helping raise the alarm when rhins

reach a certain level of intensity. They are being developed assopere
products, meaning the designil be freely available online for anyone to us

Sri Lanka regularly experiences extreme variations in wedthespecially|

10

D

rainfall i over short distances. Downpours can be sudden and intense |n one


http://lists.gsdi.org/pipermail/sdi-asiapacific/2014-March/001119.html
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http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/servir/bangladesh-warning-system.html
http://www.scidev.net/south-asia/health/news/defeating-dengue-the-smart-way.html
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area, while nearby it is bone dry. This makes it wdifficult to accurately predict natural hazards like floods fnd
landslides, which cause significant destruction and loss of life in the country each year. Increasing the nfimber of
weather stations could help give a clearer idea when and where raindaltiéng dangerous levels.

But for this to work effectively, many weather stations are needed. At around USD$10,J00 per
station, standard devices certified by the World Meteorological Organizaton (WMO) dan be
prohibitively expensive. They also containepision instruments for measuring additiopal
\Water [,l,’]‘atﬁ;z]‘ﬁ'rugfﬂ variables like temperature and solar radiation. These stations can be difficult to maintdin, and
Institute  Often have a relatively short lifespan.

i

)

G S

=
= =

i
il

The new devices, known simply as Mobile Weather Stations and designedelyists at thénternational Wate
Management InstitutdWMI), are made primarily from locally sourced materials, and cost around USD$250. Vhile
they currently lack the very high level of accuracy required for official WMO certification, they stillderaiseful
information for scientists, farmers and disaster management officials.

Source:http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/2015/02/gettirtpe-betterof-bad-weather/

Taiwan: National Development Council hosts spatial development exhibition

A National Development CounciiNDC)-organized multimedia exhibition highlighting tlle
historical development of Taiwan through land use and spatial planning policynvedénield
in Taipei City on February 27, 201®®ur i ng t he eventod6s openijng ce
kuo said sustainable development of land is an underlying precept of organized societigs and a
foundation for prosperity. it i s workimgaalt ant
foster economic devel opment and enhance Jjqual.i

Echoing Maods r emar k s-jiun $4ib @nd i4ithe lifebloa rof eboonfc Ty z z
and social development in Taiwan, and the exhibition will hie¢ppublic better understand the

overarching logic shaping related key measuresanged in five themes, the eventig
particular attention to efforts promoting homeland conservation and environmpental
sustainability, as well local government initiativésed at spurring regional development.

Source:http://www.taiwantoday.tw/ct.asp?xitem=227836&CtNode=415

Korea: Governmentaunches web mapping service targeted towards elders hoskt with disability

A staterun geography institute launched a web mapping service on March 17th that is partjcularly
targeted towards elders and those with disability who have had trouble reading existing digital
maps provided by other IT companies.

The National Geographic Information Institute is operating the mapping service called-Bamfe
(http://emap.ngii.go.Rr

What differentiates it from maps by private search engines Google and Naver is thatfiegdafti
wider range of places, including emergency hospitals, shoe repair shops and electric caf battery
stations.

The map will also pinpoint where wheelchair lifts are installed for the disabled. The service also offers different
versions of maps for oldepeople or people unable to see some colors. For the elderly, it will offer maps with fouble

the font sizeThe ministry said that the map will be updated once a month to reflect changes in property use. I§will use
information about public and privatend from 54 government bodi€Bhe launch of the service is also in line with fhe
government 6s Government 3.0 initiative, which i s ]ai med
public.

Source: http://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/article/article.aspx?aid=3002027

23rd International Conference on Geoinformatic49-21 June 2015Wuhan, China

The 23th Internationd

( | ) i . ; Conference on Geoinfmatics
AT E Rt — i (Geoinformatics 2015) will b

held on June 121, 2015 at thelI

China University of Geosciences, Wuhan, Hubei (China). The conferenceorgamized byinternational Associatio

11
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of Chinese Professionals in Geographic Information Sciences (CRIS//cpgis.org/and the China University df

Geosciences (CUG).

The theme of Geoinformatics 2015 is GIS for Geography, Geosciences, and Environmental Sciences. The ¢

onference

will provide an excellent opportunity for remehers, professionals and students in Geoinformatics to exc

ange

innovative ideas, demonstrate cuttieédge technologies, and present inspiring applications. The conference pjogram
will include plenaries, featured, oral, and poster sessions. Papersleosmeg on all aspects of GIS methodologfes,

theories and applications in a wide range of fields and research areas, including geosciences, geography, g
sciences, resource and environmental sciences, public health, urban planning, land usel araVda change

ographical

transportation science, demographic studies, regional studies, criminal justice, environmental hazards, and ¢mergency

response.
Thedeadline of abstract/paper submissitreen gtended taviarch 30, 2015

Source:https://cpgis.org/Conferences/ConferenceDefault.aspx?ID=70

Australia: GovHack 20153-5 July 2015

Governments collect and publish enormous amounts of dat
have limited resources to get it into thends of their citizens i

.

LITHEE

senpowes. svrabie. connect
public to mashup, reuse, and remix government data. Go

is about finding new ways to do great thingsl ancouraging open government and open dEbt@. competitio

, but

engaging ways. GovHack is an event to draw together pg¢ople
from government, industry, academia and of course, the ggneral

ack

includes both a national and local component. Everyone can compete in the national competition and then eagh location
also has a local competition in whigleoplein that location can compet€o be eligible for prizes, individual entrargs

must be either an Australian resident or Australian citizen or for team entrants, at least one member of the te
an Australian resident or Australian citizejoin the mailing list toget up updates foGovHack 2015 and early
registration in Mayhttp://govhack.us5.listnanage.com/subscribe?u=5d47{285eeb69b1126f0a3c41&id=227cbe7

Source:http://www.govhack.org/

East Asiabds Changing Urban Landscape: New r e

While there is a growing recognition of the importance of urbanization in East Asia and else

countries are complicated by inconsistent definitions and approaches to measuring urban
population. National governments and international institutions are trying to foimarent
strategies to prepare for urban growth, but they often lack answers to basic questiond
location and rate of urban growth, the impact of population growth on spatial growtl
differences in urbanization trends across countries.

Arecenteport published in January 2015 by

must be

f1c

bort,

where,

there is little syfematic data on the scale and form of urban expansion. Comparisons bftween

Area and

on the
, and

Landscape: Measuring a Decade of Urban Expansi on
analyzed the builup areas throughout the region in 2000 and in 2010 using satellite imagery. The data produc
of this research allows deeper exploration of issues involving urban expansion, urbiatigrophange, and urb
density. The dataset, which includes data on all 869 urban areas in the region with populations over 100,
treasure trove of changing patterns of urbanization in recent years. The data also include maps for five ciie
detailed land use classifications, using ~10m resolution satellite imagersuch dataset existed previously, and
being provided publicly online so that other institutions and researchers can utilize the data to perform anal

range ofrelated subjects.

Australian Aid, which attempts to fill some of these informatiapg through empirical observation. The stidy

For more information and to access the data set, btiggd/www.worldbank.org/eap/MeasuringUrbanExpansion

To encourage further research abanization, the Wodl Bank has announcedtwotrack competition based on th
report. One offers a $1,500 prize for the best visualization of the(liéie//visualizing.org/contests/visualizeban
expansion Deadline:March 12, 2015, 11:59 PM EJ, while the other seeks proposals for papers further analyzin
information  (https://consultationworldbank.org/consultation/urbanizatieastasiaexplorenewdatase),  with
winners invited to World Bank headquarters to present their findings.
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To access the full report:
http://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/Publications/Urban%20Development/EAP_Urban_Expansidn_full
report web.pdf

Source:http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/publicationfaastschangingurban-landscapemeasuringa-
decadeof-spatiatgrowth

ESCAP echnical paper: Good Rctices for Promoting Regional Cooperation in Space Applications for
Sustainable Urban Development, Water Resources Management and Transportation Management

This paper, released December 2014y the United Nations Economic and Socfal
Commission for Aia and the Pacific (ESCAP}ets out to show how spafe
technology and geospatial data, combined with-sace derived data such as segio
economic data, can enhance the understanding and observation of global, an¢l how it
can play an important role in prokng valuable information such as trends and patterns in climate change, patterns of
urbanization, mapping of water resources and GPS in-tramsdary regional transportation. This paper will also show
that despite the wide range of benefits associaiddthe use of space applications, many developing countries i the
Asia Pacific region do not have sufficient access to this important technology, thus depriving them of innovatije space
based solutions to the current and future issues faced. It is Ihere wegional cooperation can play a vital rolg in
facilitating greater accessibility to space technologies and the applications of GIS.

The paper is prepared with the two objectives in mind: (1) to compile and analyze good practices and Iessonr learnt in
space technology and GIS applications in the areas of sustainable urban development, water resource mgnagement,
transportation management, as well as regional cooperation on space technology applications; and (2) baged on the
analysis and findings, to prige policy and technical recommendations on how to optimally use space technolggy and
GIS applications for sustainable development.

PDF: http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Good%20Practices%20SUD%20WRM%20TM%20 _new.pdf

Source:http://www.unescap.org/resources/technipabergoodpracticespromotingregionatcooperationspaceapplications

Enhanced regional cooperation key to building resilience to floods and landslides

SESCAP _’W The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia anjl the

—— Pacific (ESCAP) recently releadthe 'Natural Disasters in Asia afd

"DIEASTERS (N ASIA AN THE PACIFIC: 2074 YEAR IN REVIEW the Pacific: 2014 Year in Review' report which presents a diagrjostic
—— - analysis of the regionds state of r

R A
1_‘ = -."-E*._-"" g h

The report notes the integral role of regional cooperation for shpring
reattime information of storms, floods and other disasters, and heJ::)ing
to forecast hazards and disseminate early warning information gcross
countries. 2014 saw extensive use of innovative technolegipace]
applications, gespatial tools and techniques, navigati and
crowdsourcing for the monitoring and assessment of major disagers.

From their origin across oceans to their landfall, storms were tracked and monitored continuously by a constdllation of
weather satellites, radars and a range of monitoring nletveaross the region.

Leaders and decisiemakers across Asia and the Pacific are preparing to finalize a new global framework for glisaster
risk reduction, which will replace the 2005 Hyogo Framework for Action in March 2015 in Sendai, Japan. Thejlessons
from 2014 demonstrate that space applications;spatial tools and techniques, natiga and crowdsourcing are kqy
components to building resilience.

Access the reporhittp://www.unescap.org/resources/disastsigandpacific-2014yearreview-0

Source:http://www.unescap.org/news/enhadgegionalcooperatiorkeybuildingresiliencefloodsandlandslides

Symposium on Application of Geospatial Technology in Urban Disaster Management, 13 March 2015,
Sendai, Miyagi, Japan

ISCGM and the Geospatial Informatior Symposiumon Application af

Authority of Japan (GSlare jointly organizing In o

a Symposium on Application of Geospatic g > @
Technology in Urban Disaster Management i gl NN .. . s ot ot e i
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Sendai, Miyagi, Japan, on March 13, 2015 at the margin of the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
(WCDRR)

As geospatial professionalsve all share an interest in promoting the use of global mapping informationy The
production of global maps of various themes requires national efforts andnatassal coordination. We hope ojr
discussion will help provide an effective platform forghenitiatives.

Source:http://www.iscgm.org/sympo2015/

36th Asian Conference on Remote Sensing (ACRS 201523 ®ctober 2015, Manila, The Philippines

The 36th Asian Conference on Remote Sensing (AC&IS), which will take

% ,_"E place on October 193, 2015 in Manila, Philippines. ACRS 2015 will represent
e a major event in the long series of successful ACRS conferences. The thpme of
ed the conference is ASensing for Regsilie

“Soniing for Resillent and Inchaibse ACRS 2015 will bring together students, researchers, scientists, policy mgakers,
Growth in One Dynamic Aila professionals and practitioners from developed and developing countrieg from
and around Asia to share insights into the challenges and opportunities of Remote Sahsielgted geospati
technologies in building resiliency and encouraging inclusive economic growth in one, dynamic Asia. The copference
takes place at a significant moment when disasters and climate change continues to negatively impact our geople and
the community. The conference, therefore, will provide an outstanding opportunity to learn how Remote Senging will
help us build resiliency to these disturbances, and in strengthening our capability to adapt to stress and chagge. While
addressing this issuACRS 2015 will also look into finding ways and opportunities for Remote Sensing to encgurage
inclusive economic growth in Asian countries. It has been widely proven that Remote Sensing can help us|fmap our
natural resources. But how do we use Remote Sensithgelated technologies to efficiently manage these resourges to
ensure productive employment as a means of increasing the incomes of poor and excluded groups and rdising their
standards of living? These important issues and many others will be disthesaaghly during the plenary arjd
thematic sessions, poster sessions, workshops, and many side events of ACRS 2015.

ACRS 2015 wil |l be held with the theme ASensing fojr Res
to the theme, conferea will have two special topics emphasizing the use of Remote Sensing and related gqospatial
technologies in building resiliency and encouraging inclusive economic growth in Asia:

1 Building Resiliency with Remote Sensing
1 Remote Sensing for Inclusive Econan@rowth

Deadline for Abstract Submissiofuly 1, 2015

Previous ACRS conferences have attracted more than a thousand participants of different disciplines corging from
various countries in Asia and the rest of the world. This 2015, the conference dseexjgeattract a greater numberjof

participants. In the Philippines alone, we anticipate a large number of participants coming from the public anfl private
sectors who can greatly benefit from the use of Remote Sensing and geospatial technologiesday-tiveiay
operations. They include representatives from key national government agencies, local government units, staje colleges
and universities, geomatics companies, and the utilities sector (e.g., electricity, gas, water).

Source:http://www.acrs2015.org/

Smart Cities India 2015 Conference, Z2 May 2015, NewvDelhi, India

The Smart Cities India 2015 conference will provide a common forum to discusg and
deliberate some of the most challenging issues, neasard upcoming technologies wijth
stakeholders who are developing smart cities.

Smart Cities

projects and solutions. It will also give opportunities for one to one meetingsp pr

India 2015 The conference methodology would include plenary sessions, meetings, demos, presgntations,
Bl discussions and networking.

Source:http://www.smartcitiesindia.com/
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5th Regional Workshop on Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: the Urban Nexus
17-19 June 2015, Chiang Mai, Thailand

The Fifth Regional Workshop will be organized from 17 to 19 June 2015 in Chiang

Mai , Thail and in the context of t h

e pro

Asi an Cities: t he Ur ban Nexuso,

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). Four Regional Workshops have been organiz
the project so far, in June and December 2013 in Bangkok, Thailand; in June 2014 in Da Nang, VastdNa
December 2014 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

International Cooperation (G)Zand ESCAP, and financed by the German Fe{zral

mpl en

d under

Rapidly increasing urban settlements in the developing world are at particular risk due to their high density po
lack of adequate sewerage systems, high concentration of solid and liquid waskesf lauilding codes an

ulations,

regulations, as disproportionate consumers of regional resources and overall for the continued degradation of pcosystem
services through an exploitation model. Increased climate hazards coupled with rapid urbanization areplitedy o

additional pressure on the capacity of the local governments. Within this background, the project focuses on t
enhance t he under st andi ngnakers on tthe dinkages goetwernd istegrited yresd
management and sustable cities, explore the opportunities and call for actions that should be taken at the city
close the growing gaps between urban resource use and sustainability, as well as fully utilize the intera
synergies between critical resourcem,ised by the region's rapid urban transformation.

Source:http://www.unescap.org/events/fitbgionalworkshopintegratedresouce-managemenasiancitiesurbannexus

Europe RegionSDI News

Sweden: NationaBpatial Data Infrastructure e — —
. S ks

A presentation was gi v e ative@wwSevdatheehyd | o )

Anders SandinDirector, Lantmateriet, the Swedish mappincadastral and land - = | gl

registration authorityat the Symposium on Geospatial TechnoldagyJrban Disaster J

ManagementMarch 13, 2015Sendai, Japan = ,%rﬂfu =

Source:http://www.iscgm.org/sympo2015/panel_anders_sandin.pdf

Germany: Qirrent GDI-DE newsletteravailable for download

This issue of the GBDE newsletter includes:

1 Federal, state and local governments started 1 Jan
2015 public contribution to theNational Geographic
Information Strategy

New structures at European and national level to support the implementation of INSPIRE

Practical use of INSPIRE download services in RhineRalhtinate

Geo license proven in practice

GeoDialog in Bonn: "Innovatias lift together"

PDF:

http://www.geoportal.de/SharedDocs/Newsletter/DE/Newesletter%202015/02 2015 GDI_DE_News.html?nn=

E e ]

Source:http://www.geoportal.de/DE/GBDE/MediaCenter/Archiv/INewsletter/newsletter.html?lang=de

Germany: Public participation in National Geographic InformatioStrategy

An online participation process for Germany's Natig
Geographic Information Strategy was open from the period
January to 28 February 2015. Specialists from govern
business and science, as well as citizens, were invited {
involved in actively preparing the strategy.

The results of the participation process are to be evaluated as they relate to the currently established adm
economic and scientific spatial data infrastructure (SDI) of Germany, discussed furthereseriqul as decision of]

e need to
lireec i S |
evel to
ction and

i ni f

D768

nal
of 1
ent,
D get

nistrative,

the Steering Committee GEDE of the IT Planning Council [as a professional political body]. The Natiofgal

Geographic Information Strategy then is to be publigiethe website of the GEDE (http://www.gdide.org.
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The current (draft) version 0.6 of the National Geographic Information Strategy can download here (in Germany

http://www.gegortal.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/GDE/NGIS v06.pdf? _ blob=publicationFile

Instructions for online participation procedures for the establishment of a National Geographic Information
(NGIS) (in German)at

http://www.geoportal.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/GDI
DE/NGIS_Anleitung_zum_Online_Beteilgungsverfahren.html

Source:http://www.geoportal.de/SharedDocs/Kurzmeldungen/DE/BBHAktuelles/2014/NGIS Online_Umfrage.html

4th International Workshop on Web Mapping, Geoprocessing and Services
1-3 July 2015 University of Cagliari in Sardinia, Italy

Strategy

This ISPRS WG IV/5 international workshop provides a dedicated scientific foru
researchers, professionals, government decisiakers and students to exchange

WebMGS 2015

hly1-3-, Coagliar - Ilely

data. The workshop emphasizes a diverse range of topics related to nebased
developments of geospatial theories, technel®gand solutions. Researchers will have the opportunity to
knowledge, exchange scientific ideas and results, and develop long term research collaborations.

The theme is focussed on web and cloud based mapping, architectures, services, analidggigsogovisualisation

for
nd

discuss current and stadéthe-art advances inweb-based mapping, geoprocessifig,
geospatial information services and applications, particularly in dealing with big geogpatial

Share

collaboration, technologies, semantics and virtual globes, as well as related social and organization&aitgges.

registration dateApril 1, 2015.

Source:http://convegni.nica.it/webmgs2015/

Spain: XVI Congress of the Spanish Assaociation of Remote Sensiig23 October 2015, Seville, Spain

d From the Laboratory of GIS and Remote Seng
Dofana Biological Station (LASEBD), Statg

ing

eledeteccion
Prﬂﬁm-!ﬂm on behalf of the Organizing Commitiethe XVI
TR A R Congress of the Spanish Association of Re
Sensing (AET Wwill be held in Seville from 21 to 23 October 2015 under the theme: "Rerengng. Wetlands an
protectecareas.

The purpose of thisi@eenth edition is to promote thencounter between remote sensawpdemic and busine
community and managers of protected areas, with special emphasis on wetlands. We understand that remot
an essential tool to study the spatial and tempbhnaamics of natural systems, especially those as dynamic as we
and in the future will become an indispensable ally of management.

Source:http://congreso2015aet.com/

The NetherlandsGeoweek 2015sporsored byRoyal Dutch Geographical Society (KNAG)Y822 May

From 1822 May 22, 2015, studentsill get acquainted with the practice
geoin their own environmentProfessionals from the soil, watemd gee
information sector organize a company vifigldwork, or guest lecture ang

aspects of the geography course. For students and teatttigrisa unique

op expeditie met aardrijkskunde . . . .
i L educational experience in and outside the classroom.

Geoweek is amitiative of the Royal Dutch Geographical Society (KNAG) since 2006. On the last edition (2Q4é
than 4,000 students participated

Source:http://www.geoweek.nl/

Spain: OGC lberian and Latin American ForumllLAF) Interoperability Day, 13 March 2015, Barcelond

[ %
!&n“eik - “J8 demonstrateheir practice. By seiflo 'students discover the fun and technjcal

Agency Council for Scientific Researcl$IC) an(:I
ote

9|

S
sensing is
lands,

of the

four international, face tface and annual meetings that stimulate the ongoing work in develpping

OGC’ The Technical Committee Meeting (TC) of the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) is one
Miaking location count,

standardsFor the next upcoming meeting, the last day (March 13, 2015) is reserved for a '
interoperability," which means a national or regional event with the aim of encouraging discussion of OGC ¢
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amongst participants in their own language. In tlisec this event is organized by fherum organized by the OG
Iberian and Latin American Forum (ILAK,
http://external.opengeospatial.org/twiki_public/bin/view/ILAftic/WebHome¢ and the Catalan Association pf
Geospatial Technologies of the Information (ACTl&p://www.actig.calon 13 March 2015 at th@artographic an
Geological Institute of Catalonia Barcelona

The ILAF has organized Interoperability Days in the past days, but this time they would like it to be partjcularly
significant, given the coincidence with the TC. Therefore, they have called for proposals for action by a maximgim of 20
minutes on the implementati of OGC standards in Catalonia and the rest of the Spanish state.

The language of talks will be in Catalan, Castilian and English (as the speaker) and will take place in the moring. The
program for Interoperability Day is availablerdtp://goo.gl/SJtFERIIt will highlight:
1 The JSON and GeoJSON formats as standard OGC

1 Merging tables TJS

1 The Geopackage formatting applied to La Rioja

1 OGC Standards & Weather

Registration: http://goo.gl/forms/mcrPtSB7Uo

Source:http://external.opengeospatial.org/twiki_public/ILAFpublic/DialnteroperabilidadOGCBarcelonal5

Ukraine: Regional workshopon SDI contributing to economic and social develog@nt

On 11-12 March 2015, EuroGeographics, together with fthe
Ukrainian National Agency for the registration of lafd
(SALR, http://land.gowal/en] organized in Kiev an
international workshop entitled; "Spatial Data Infrastrucfure
- confibuting to economic and social developnt and
Ukraine." The workshop was attended by 99 participants
from 10 counties.

The purpose of the workshop was ittform participantd
about the activities carried out by EuroGeogiapHor its

: members in buildingspatial informéion infrastructurein
Europe. At the Workshop topmere presented and discussethtingto the operation of a group of experts underth
initiative of the United Nations on global geospatial information managem@NGGIM. In addition, a central thenfe
wasthe implementation of the INSPIRE Directive and the scope of the European Association of geodetic and gadastral
administrations an&uroGeographicemplementation of the project on the Bpean Location frameELF. Workshop
topics alsarelated to data policy and modernization projects in the field of cadastre in the world, trends and vigions for
the development of the spatial informattim the future.

Source:http://www.gu.gov.si/si/medijsko_sredisce/novica/article/4971/5582/88f82cf5e9a472fa64eb9d5fc5819¢c95/

UK: Earth Observation Applications Conference
23 March 2015, 10:00 to 18:00 (GMT), London, United Kingdom

M - Defra, together with the NERC Natiorgl
Departrment Mational Centre for f/‘ Centre for Earth Observation and the YK
for Ervironmant Earth Chesrvation Uk SPACE SPace Agency, invites you to a one day
FOD & PARS AR “#7  conference on the applications of Eajth

Observation technology. The conferencecheduled to be opened by Lord de Mauley TD, Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for Natural Environment and Sciernil focus on the EU Copernicus Programme with its strpng
twin emphases on new environmeritbrmation services for the public sector and promoting industrial growthj and
competitiveness. The conference will also look more widely at the impact of Earth Observation ("EQ") in the UK,
including a range of national and international initiatives.

TheCopernicus programme is one of the EUb6s space fll ags
03.8Bn in Copernicus, primarily on operational Eq4drth
targeted at environmental pojyi makers. On the 3rd April 2014 Copernicus entered its operational phase wth the

launch of the first satellite called Sentingl Data from Sentinel became publically available in October. Senté&
due to be launched in May 2015.

The conferencen 23rd March 2015 in London brings together the UK public sector, industry including SMHs and
academia to network and identify opportunities for EO technology to deliver better environmental policy|and to
17
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stimulate the UK EO and other business sectors.Huropean Commission, European Space Agency and EUME]SAT

will articulate their vision for Copernicus, and the Copernicus service providers/operators will shoW their
implementation approaches. The conference will also address related initiatives sueh adthds Spacp for
Government Programme and international collaborations such as the Group for Earth Observations. A common theme
is how best to manage, analyse and interpret large data volumes to get the maximum benefit for the UK dcross the
public,commercial and academic sectors.

For questions about UK Earth Observation Applications Conferetm@act Professor John Remedios, on behalf of
Defra, NERC NCEO, and UKSAnfo@nceo.ac.uk

Source:http://www.nceo.ac.uk/meeting_detail.php?id=88&p://www.eventbrite.co.uk/eidarth-obsrvationapplications
conferencdickets155168874287aff=esli

EuroGeographics and EuroSDR sign agreement to work together on spatial data research framework

el EuroGeographics  hftp://www.eurogeographics.org  and
. * EuroSDR [fttp://www.eurosdr.ngt signed an agreement @n
:ﬁEuroSDR March 6, 2015, towork together to provide a framework fpr
European spatial data research and development.

EuroGeographics

The cooperation agreement will further the depeent of the EuroSDR Research Plan and the activities of the
EuroGeographics Knowledge Exchange Networks. As a result, members of bdtr-matfit organisations wil
benefit from greater opportunities for professional development. They will alsdébtoabke part in joint projects afjd
hand over tasks more appropriate to the other orglanisa

EuroGeographics and EuroSDR are both committed to supporting wide range of initiatives that will benefi] people
across Europe. These include tBeropean Spatial Data Infrastructure, Copernicus, Galileo, Horizon2020, Eurppean
Location Framework and the European Digital Single Market.

Source:http://www.eurogeographics.org/news/eurogeograplaicd-eurosdrannouncecloserworkingrelationship

25" EUREF Symposium EUREF 2015, 3-5 June2015 Leipzig, Germany

EUREF annual symposia are of the utmost importance for the National Magpih Cadastrg
Agencies. On the one hand, they serve as a platform for information about the national r¢ference
systems and networks. On the other hand, they are a forum for discussion about qommon
{ European references systems and their realization. Tlserpgagions and results of the EUREF

eur symposia are available on the EUREF web p@up://www.euref.el/including the presentefl
scientific papers as well as national reports, resolutions and documentation. EUREF @&ymposi
have been organized since the first symposium in Florence, Italy in 1990. Last ydar the
symposium in Lithuania has been attended by more than 100 participants coming from member countried all over
Europe Abstract eéadline:May 1, 2015

Source:http://igs.bkg.bund.de/eurefsym2015

EuroSDRWorkshop: NVICAs getting actively involved inriked data, 10 April 2015 Paris, France

RS Linked Data is a development which seems to connect to the field of imerestiEuroSDR
*® members in two ways:

« EuroSDR

First, it's another way to address similar issues (distributing and sharing information on the jveb). It
is worthwhile studying if these technologies perform better than the state of the art techniques used by NiA ffor so
issues like multiple representation, schema transformation and cataloguing;

Second, it yields new needs for location framewiatikferent contents from INSPIRE contentand it is important tq
have a uniform location framework across INSPIRE and thie @f data. In this context, EuroSDR strength relate} to:

our competene in data integration based on spatial criteria, our competence in heterogeneties encounterpd while
modelling reality Europavide.

The objective of the working group is to bring stuwretin what's happening and what should be happening in Efirope
concerning this topic for 2015 and 2016. Topics which will be part of this roadmap are:

a) Scope of Linked data research and experiments;
18
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b) potentials of Linked data technologies for NMCABg¢l. in terms of new usages for authoritative locagon

framework brought up by these technologies;
C) ongoing initiatives that operate on the border of-&b and Linked data;

The working group comes together at the 10th of April at IGN France amgjasiped by EuroSDR. This sessi
contains of active breadut sessions which concern discussions and the sharing of information about Linked D
result is the official EuroSDRoadmap for upcoming linked data research.

Do you want to be part of thEuroSDRworking group and be frontrunner of linked data in Europe? The cou
regisers is limited to 15, soegistersoon athttp://www.kadaster.nl/web/fonulier/Algemeneformulieren/EuroSDR
application.htm For more information please mailartijn.rijsdijk@kadaster.nl

Source:http://www.eurosdr.net/workshops/worksk#if 2%80%9Cnmcagettingactivelyinvolvedlinked-data%E2%80%9b
workingsessiofign-paris-april-10th

Workshop:INSPIRing National Spatid Data Infrastructures Development in Eastern Europe
16-17 April 2015, Chisinau, Moldova

n
ta. The

ht of

.\w.iuﬂf%& JRCandthe Agency for Land Relations and Cadastre of the Republic of Moldova are orgdnizing

% an Enlargement and Integration workshop on 16 and 17 April 2015 inn@hjsMoldova. Thd
_g; 2 event is entitled Al NSPIRing National 9
2/ g

Europe and raise the awareness on legal, tecpicaloand organizational aspects, related to
%rcn HD.@‘?F establishment of the pgBuropean data infrastructure as a result of the implementation
INSPIRE Directive.lIt will be combined witha half day training on 1April on INSPIRE.
Contact: Anatolie Babiranatolie.babin@ince.md

Source:http://www.h2020.md/en/inspirirgationalspatiatdata-infrastructuresdevelopmeneasterreurope

Spatineowebinar: Shedding Light on INSPIRE Conformity26 March 2015

Al NSPI RE dasingcdmie a mantia irdEBpatial data project plansyibu want to get any funding or sales
the public sector. But whatoesthis elusive term really mean for data pders and businesses willing ¢t the bes
out of the European Spatial Rdinfrastructure now and in tlieture?

This webinar (at 10:0011:00AM CET), presented by Mr. llkka RinpeFounder and CTO of Spaeo
(http://www.spatineo.coin will bring you quicky up-to-date on what is INSPIREonformity for metadata, servicq
and datasets, and give you practical fiuschecking your services for interoperabilifginne alsowill brief you on
Spat i omgoiaghwork under the INSPIRE Maintenance and Implementdramework fomaking the validator
yield more coherent results, and on the interestingsibilities Open Source development brings to defining
maintainingINSPIRE conformity testd.ink to the registrationhttp://bit.ly/spatineemar15

Mr. llkka Rinne hasheen involved in OGC WeBervices and INSPIRE implementation related projects since
and hadeen aractive member in several INSPIRE expgroups. His most recent woitk this field was facilitation o
an expert group for harmonizing INSPIRElidation & conformity testing in early 2015.

Call for papers: Open accessternational Scientific Journal: Micro Macro & Mezzo Geo Information

INTERNATIONAL The deadline for submissions for Journal No2@1# is March 15, 2015 The
SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL issue will be published odune 20, 2015The Journal is published bye

" SouthEast European Research Institute on Geo Scief@esSEE Insitute,
Micro Macro & Mez#0 nip//igeosee.org), a nongovernmental, nepolitical, nonprofit, and secula
Geo Information organization, which deals with research, science, education, training
promotion of Geo sciences in the region of Setsist Europ (SEE).

Source:http://mmmgi.blogspot.com/

Precision agriculture: the added value of géaformation and LBS
21 April 2015,Vienna, Austria

e R < ol o Information on soil parameters (humidity, fertilizer contentpcneaturity or diseass
e derived from Earth Observation satellites has already been used successf
farmers to reduce water consumption and fertilizer use, with no reduction in
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http://www.kadaster.nl/web/formulier/Algemene-formulieren/EuroSDR-application.htm
http://www.kadaster.nl/web/formulier/Algemene-formulieren/EuroSDR-application.htm
mailto:martijn.rijsdijk@kadaster.nl
http://www.eurosdr.net/workshops/workshop-%E2%80%9Cnmcas-getting-actively-involved-linked-data%E2%80%9D-workingsession-ign-paris-april-10th
http://www.eurosdr.net/workshops/workshop-%E2%80%9Cnmcas-getting-actively-involved-linked-data%E2%80%9D-workingsession-ign-paris-april-10th
mailto:anatolie.babin@ince.md
http://www.h2020.md/en/inspiring-national-spatial-data-infrastructures-development-eastern-europe
http://www.spatineo.com/
http://bit.ly/spatineo-mar-15
http://geo-see.org/
http://mmm-gi.blogspot.com/
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Furthermore, using satellite navigation systems to guide farminginesghhas become almost standard practic
some countries (Denmark, Germany, Netherlands).

However, while the technology has been proved to work, the innovative services related to the technology arg
emerging, and not yet in use on a suffitherlarge scale, given their added value. The development of
applications relative to EO applications is often treated separately, even though the technologies have m
together than separately, when applied to the same problems.

currently
NSS
re impact

This worksh@ will make an inventory of the current precision agriculture solutions that have been proven to wgrk, and

of the needs and constraints of their users, in order to pave the way for a more extensive use of effectiv
services, whether based on EOGNSS.

Source:http://www.eurisy.org/evesdrecisionagriculture the-addedvalue of-geocinformatiorandlbs 32/about

4™ International Conference on AgreGeoinformatics 20-24 July 2015 Istanbul, Turkey

i tienet Confarfage an Agro-Capiitfinasios. . - The Fourth International Conference on Ag

' f-x Geoinformatics (AgreGeoinformatics 2015) will b
held in Istanbul, Turkey, on July 24, 2015. This
conference is organized and hosted byRBAL
Agro-informatics Research and Application Cer
of Turkey and Istanbul Technical University (ITU), with technical and financial sponsorships from Republic of
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Live stock, Institute of Agricultural ResourcesRegional Planning of CAAS
USDS NASS, OGC and many other organizations. The Center for Spatial Information Science and Systems (
George Mason University is the-ooganizer.

Agro-geoinformation is critical for the agricultural sustainabilitypdosecurity, environmental research, bioene
natural resource conservation, land use management, carbon accounting, global climate change, health

P satellite

(]

fer
Furkey

©SISS) of

ay,
research,

agricultural industry, commodity trading, economy research, education, agricultural decisiamy raaki policy

geoinformatics, from data collection (including field surveys and remote sensing), processing, storing, a
preservation, feieving, transmitting, accessing, visualization, analyzing, synthesizing, presenting, dissemin
decision making. For further information regarding Agi@eoinformatics 2015, please contaghfo@ago-
geoinformatics.orgDeadline for abstractgpril 1, 2015.

formulation, etc. The Agr@eoinformatics 2015 conference wibver recent advances in the life cycle of Agr

Source:http://agro-geoinformatics.org/index.html

Europe: ConnectinGEO, new Earth Observation data project, launched in Barcelona

The kickoff meeting of a new European Horizon2020 project, Connectin@&EQ/{www.connectingeo.ngt/was held
in Barcelona February 189, 2015. Funded by the European Union and coordinated by Center for iEaioResearch
and Forestry Applications (CREAF) (Spain), ConnectinGEO aims to help develop a European Network
Observation Networks (ENEON) and to fill in key data gaps within the overall framework of the Global
Observing System of SystemsEQSS http://www.earthobservations.org/geoss.php

chiving,
ting to

f Earth
Earth

base
and

their users. A broad range of subjects from climate, natural resojirces

(MION | ConnetinCED) INTEGRATION The goal is to facilitate a broader and more accessible knowledgd

# - to support the needs of the GEO Societal Benefit Areas (SBAS

H . and raw materials, to the emerging UN Sustainable Develop
— ! - ] Goals (SDGSs) will be addressed.

il

ment

: translate observations into practice relevant knowledge.
& = prioritized list also includes the research activities required to ad
— these gaps. All this has to increase coherency in European obse

: L e A tangible outcome of the project is a prioritized list of critical gpps
. 6 . within the European Uon in observations and the models that

The
ress
vation

networks,increase the use of Earth observations for assessmenjs and

forecasts and inform the planning for future observation systems.

See Press Releagdstp://www.connectingeo.net/Do€dnnectinGEOPressRelease.pdf

Note also: EU survey on Earth observation in a global conétxts://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ConsultGAQ

public consultation on possible EU actionsréfation to global coordination of Earth observations via the Group on
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http://www.eurisy.org/event-precision-agriculture-the-added-value-of-geoinformation-and-lbs_32/about
mailto:info@agro-geoinformatics.org
mailto:info@agro-geoinformatics.org
http://agro-geoinformatics.org/index.html
http://www.connectingeo.net/
http://www.earthobservations.org/geoss.php
http://www.connectingeo.net/Docs/ConnectinGEOPressRelease.pdf
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Earth Observations (GEO). Contributions are expected Aptil 20, 2015.

INSPIRE Empowers RdJse of Public Sector Information

Fupaw I Positos of Sa FS3l and BUSARE Dwschivs n S Re-Lise Reguiremsents Author(s): Bastiaan Vand.enen, M|Che| Grothe

Internaional Journal of Spatial Data Infrastructures Reseafch

1MSPRE (1IJSDIR) Vol 9 (2014) 86-106.

o P Geache Abstract Ready access to public sector information off
' unprecedented opportunities for the development of new pro
PSI diectve and applications and to make existing proesssore efficient an

opportunities in the field of geographic information. Although
Directive on the raise of public sector information (PSI Directive) was specifically drafted to addressetie afere

ers
jucts

effective. These developments have perhaps the grfatest

the

users , the Directive establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community (INSRIRE) is
equally important for reise of public sector information regarding the physical environment. INSPIRE requirgments
promote that gegraphic information, concerning 34 spatial reference and various environmental themes, can pe found

and is physically attainable on the Internet. With the requirement to provide datasets and service met
obligation to conform to INSPIRE data sgfaations, and the requirement to do this through discovery, view,
download services, INSPIRE makes a significant contribution to thealkility of public sector information.

Keywords Public sector information (PSI),ese, INSPIRE
Sourcehttp://ijsdir.jrc.ec.europa.eu/index.phpl/ijsdir/article/view/353

Mature eGovernment based on spatial datéegal implications

Puburd 1 ¥hue Wit Mngee o sl s, Eamgiienst it Slatuly of Author(s):Line Hvingel, Lasse Baaner, Lise Sgtler

Gorvernmeni

International Journal of Spatial Data Infrastructurs
. Research (IJSDIR)Yol 9 (2014) 131-149

Abstract The relation of spatial data andGavernment ig

) important, but not always acknowledged in the developr
BeneNisCasin

data, the
and

hent

and implementation of-&overnment. fie implementation of
the INSPIRE directive pushed this agenda towards a gro|

data infrastructure to support -Government. Wit
technology, policies, data and infrastructure in place,

ing

awareness of the role of spatial data and the need for a gpatial

ew

Tltme € armplasity Tt st iterations of this relationship are needed, in order to redch a

higher level of maturity. This paper analyses and discusses the need for the differentiated roles of spatial

ata as an

important step towards more matur&evernment. As part of this undenstiing, the paper focuses on a subset of data,

socal | ed-l dgalat ida-tegabd data &rp areated within the regulated legal environment of
administration, and used for rulings within a given legal area. Sometimes, the legal statusdstthessthe wording
the law and the spatial data are just visualisation thereof. Under other circumstances, the spatial data t
represent the legal status. Compliance between spatial data and the legal administrative framework is ne
obtain a mature-&overnment. A preliminary test of the hypothesis on a small scale, using Denmark as a caf
supports the need for discussion and awareness of the role of spatial d&avierement with emphasis on the use
spaticlegal data.

Keywords Legislation, eGovernment, public administration, spatial information, Spatial Data Infrastructure
Source:http://curis.ku.dk/ws/files/131697772/361 1828 2 PB,.pdf
http://ijsdir.jrc.ec.europa.eu/index.phpl/ijsdir/article/view/361/367

Latin America & the Caribbean RegionSDI News

Brazil: 25 February2015markedthe end of the transition perid for SIRGAS2000

On February 25, 2015, tHé-yeartransitionperiod ended for thadoption of the new geodetjc

]NDE reference system SIRGAS2000 in its realization 2000.4, the Brazilian Geodetic Systen
meemtestisnes. ANd the National Cartographic System (SCN). Theneization of this change is through t
Sihe— IBGE President of Resolution No. 1/2015, which sets the end date of the transitional

ublic
f
hemselves
essary, to
e study,
of

(SGB)
e
period

defined in RPR 01/2005 and other measures on the transformation between geodetic benchmarks adopte;l in Brazil
d

Thus, from his dateforward, all users in Brazil should adopt exclusively SIRGAS2000 in production activities al
21
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http://ijsdir.jrc.ec.europa.eu/index.php/ijsdir/article/view/353
http://curis.ku.dk/ws/files/131697772/361_1828_2_PB.pdf
http://ijsdir.jrc.ec.europa.eu/index.php/ijsdir/article/view/361/367
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manipulation of geospatial information.

More information about these changes, including procedures for migration of geodetic coordinates armbotagy pr
referenced to systems Alegre Stream, SAD 69, WGS 84 to SIRGAS2000, can be obtained through the Techhical Note
"End of Transition Period for the adoption in Brazil Geocentric Reference System for the Americas (SIRGAY), in its
realization 2000.4 (SIRGS2000)" available in
ftp://geoftp.ibge.gov.br/documentos/geodesia/pdf/rpr_01 2015 sirgas2Q00-pdfe is also a page with answerg to
frequently asked questiofBAQ): http://www.ibge.gov.br/home/geociencias/geodesia/pmrg/fag.shtm

Source:http://www.inde.gov.br/noticiamde/8276estabelecidem25-de-fevereiroade-20150-terminodo-periodode-transicac
para-0-sirgas2000

Argentina: El Boletin Nro 17y 16de IDERA estén disponible

= IDERA Est disponible el Boletin Nro 17 de IDERA correspondiente al mes de Febrgro de
# Ifrazztuchira de Datos Expacisies 2015
el bl (http://www.idera.gob.ar/images/stories/downloads/boletines/Boletin_IDERAp@f 3

En este boletin se destaca el nuevo disefio del sitio oficial de IDERA con muchas .nlgomb&n contien
informacion sobre las Jornadas de capacitacién en SIG e IDE a realizarse en Santa Fe los dias 12 y 13 de [narzo, y en
Mendoza los dias 9 y 10 déril proximos. Estas jornadas de capacitacién son gratuitas y estan destinadas a organismos
gubernamentales, instituciones, universidades, sector privado y publico interesado en la implementacién de S|G e IDE.

También esta disponible online el BoletinroN 16 correspondiente al mes de diciembde 2014
(http://www.idera.gob.ar/index.php?option=com_content&view=artiae®i62:jornadasx-idera-y-

asamblea&catid=127&Itemid=342En este boletin aparecen articulos relacionados a visores de mapas de dfferentes
provincias y nacionales; IDERA mdvil, aplicacion web que permite visualizar capas base de IDERA; capac]taciones
brindadas durante el afio 2014; proyectos de ambito local; y muchas otras novedades de gran interés.

La Infraestructura de Datos Espaciales de la Republica Argentina (IDERA/www.idera.gob.gres una comunida
deinformacion geoespacial que tiene como objetivo propiciar la publicacion de datos, productos y servicios, manera
eficiente y oportuna como un aporte fundamental a la democratizacion del acceso de la informacién produdda por el
Estado y diversos actoreg al apoyo en la toma de decisiones en las diferentes actividades de los ambitos jpublico,

privado, académico, no gubernamental y sociedad civil. A través de su representacion, IDERA busca mantener un
caracter nacional y federal.

English summarySpatid Data Infrastructure of the Republic of ArgentitBERA) Bulletin No. 17 (February 2019)
and No. 16 (Decembet014) areavailable(in Spanish)IDERA is a geospatial informatiocommunitythat aims tg
encourage the publication of data, products and@svn an efficient and timely manner as a fundamental contribjtion

to the democratization of access to information produced by the State and various actors, and support in thg decision
making in the different activities of the public areas, private, anaeorrgovernmental and civil societfgulletin
No. 17 highlights t hdficiah stey with enany gmproveamientsTh® Bulefind edsocontains|
information abouGIS and SDltraining workshops in Santa k&2-13 March 13 andMendoza(9-10 April). Bulletin
No. 16 hasarticles related talifferent national and provincial mapewers; IDERA mobile, a web application thaf
allows you to view database laypl®ERA training offered in2014; projects at the local level; andamy other
developmentsf interest.

Mexico: XXI Reunion Nacional del Capitulo SELPERMéxico-UACJ 2015

La Sociedad Latinoamericana de Percepgion
Remota y Sistemas de Informacion Espatial
(SELPER) es una sociedad internaciofal
conformada  por capitulos nacionajes
pertenecierts a distintos paises de Amérjca

Latina y capitulos especiales conformados por paises de alto desarrollo tecnolégico. En el presente afio, 4e llevara a
cabo la XXI Reunién Nacional del capitulo SELRPERXico (http:/Awww.selper.org.my/ del 12 al 16 de Octubre dqe
2015.Fecha limite 1 de Agosto de 2015

English summary XXI National Meeting of SELPERMexico Chapter The Latin
American Society of Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Sys{@B&PER) is an S
internatonal organizationformed by national chapters from difgt countries of Latin America
and special chapters madp of countries with high technological development. This year, the >
National Meeting of SELPERIexico Chaptemwill be heldfrom 12 to 16 October 2015
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http://www.ibge.gov.br/home/geociencias/geodesia/pmrg/faq.shtm
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Fuente:http://www.uacj.mx/SC/Paginas/SELPBRxiccUACJI2015.aspx

1stIEEE International Smart Cities Conference (ISG2015) 25-28 October 2015 uadalajara, Mexico

IEEE H R

Smart Cities

Smart Cities are innovative, conceptual, and -witge technologyhuman
infrastructure integration platforms. Attend ISC2 and learn more about the c
that promote and prioritize the use of information and sensing technology, cit
engagement, quality of life, manufacturing efficiency, economic dpwedat, and
environmental sustainability.

Special Session proposal submission deadhifech 31, 2015

Full-paper submission deadlingday 11, 2015

Workshop/Tutorial proposal submission deadlineie 1, 2015

Source:http://sites.ieee.orglisc2/

Caribbean soil fertility mapping project begins

On February 9, 2015, Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, St. Lucia, Grenada, St. Vincent & The Grenadines anc
& Nevis began the process of conducting a Soil Ferfiliapping Project for the region. This project will be carried
with the expertise of the Moroccan Agency for International Cooperation (AMCI).

Since 2012, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Ministry of Agriculture signed a scientific and technical Goof

St. Kitts
put

erat

agreement that gives 240,000 tonnes of fertilizer to farmers to improve productivity and build capacity in the adriculture

sector. The composition of the soil in Dominica and other countries represented have not yet been an
determine what nuents are needed. The main purpose of the Caribbean Soil Fertility Mapping Project, therefd
establish a database with updated information regarding the availability of fertile soil on the islands.

See also: Agreement signed for soil mapping giphttp://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/topstakgreemenisigned
for-soil-mappingprojectfor-Dominicaandthe OECS-24827html ; Soi l fertility
http://dominicanewsonline.com/news/homepage/news/agriculturéésblity -mappingprojectgetson-the-ground/
http://www.dominicavibes.dm/newk50282/

Source:http://news.gov.dm/index.php/news/2ZERibbeansoil-fertility-mappingprojectbegins

Call for Expressions of Interest to receive assistance with Caribbean Data Mgt Workshops/Trainings
Deadline:10 April 2015

The Biodiversity and Protected AreasaWagement (BIOPAMA) Programme is offering funding opportunitie
organisations actively involved in managing protected areas at the national level seeking to conduct data ma
workshops/trainings. Eligible organisations should be from one of th€éattbbean member nations of the Afri
Caribbean, and Pacific Group (ACP) that are involved in the BIOPAMA programme: Antigua and Barbuda, B
Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St Kitts and Newsg, St
Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.

BIOPAMA is a collaborative program that aims to improve the {targy conservation of biodiversity in the Caribbg

mappiling

hlysed to
re, is to

pr

b to
nagement
a,

hamas,

u

an

by promoting the use of the best available science and knowledgéuiiding capacity to strengthen policy ahd

decisionmaking on biodiversity conservation and protected areas management (terrestrial and marine). ToW
aim, the BIOPAMA programme proposes to establish in each ACP region, a series of interlintkesljidmally
centred, Observatories for Biodiversity and Protected Areas Management. Each Observatory hosts a n
Regional Reference Information System (RRIS), which works as a platform to facilitate exchange of data/inf
and implement relevd capacity building initiatives for the region among decision makers and managers of pn
areas.

ards this

de for a
rmation
btected

The data and information platform (RRIS) is seen as the link to integrate a diverse range of relevant protected area and

biodiversity data and informatn across the region. The data and the tools to be developed span several
including marine and terrestrial ecosystems, species and habitats, ecosystem services, pressures and threatq
livelihoods and management and governance, as weqlt@viding information on training opportunities, and a fo
for discussions. The biodiversity and conservation communities will be encouraged to use and be part of t
development of these tools.

The objective of this call for Expressions ofdrest (Eol) is to assist organisations in the region that have an inte

themes,

| sustainabl
m

e further

estin

conducting data management workshops/training. It is the intention that the workshops/trainings to be furjded will

generate data and/or information that can feed into the RRI& $bared with relevant authorities across the region
23
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The Caribbean Observatory team, in collaboration with IUCN, will assess all compliant applications against $election
criteria. Information and guidelines on responding to the call for Eols are attaid can be found on the BIOPAMA
website: http://www.biopama.org/learn_more/?19033/@atExpressionof-Interest-DataManagement raining
PDF:http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/eoi_for_data_management_trainings_biopama_tco.pdf

Expressions of Interest should be submitted no later hiaday, 10th April 2015. If you have any questionplease
contact Jason Williams jeson.williams@iucn.org and Hyacinth Armstrondyaughn
(hyacinth.armstrogvaughn@iucn.ong

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) Regional Collective Action in Latin America and the Caribb
Deadline:9 April 2015

174

an

The InterAmerican Development Bank calls for innovatidgns
. . in SouthSouth cooperation to address importaegional
RE Bl 0 “al PU b h C public goods. The program promotes regional public goods in
any area in which the Bank is active, including the prigrity
area of climate change and renewable energy. Proposals are
accepted from public institutions, private nonprofit entitfes,
; NE: APRIL 5. 20 andregional and subegional institutions with legal capacify
to enter into agreements Wlth the IDB. Each proposal should include participation from three or more qountries
(exceptionally two). Most grants will range from US$0.6 million to US$ 1.2 milliopfojects of two to three years.

Source: http://www.iadb.org/en/topics/regionattegration/all-for-proposalsfrom-regionalpublic-goods/souttsouthcooperation
rpg-initiative,5845.html

PAIGH Cartography Commission Prize for Outstanding Master's Thesis

The ParAmerican Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) has announced the C&ll for
Applications to the first edition of the "Prize for the Outstanding Master's thegs in
Cartography, Geodesy and/or Geographic Information". The call will open 1st May arjd will
close29th May 2015

=N

Master's level students graduated afterJbstuary 2010 caapply. In addition, they shoul
satisfy one of two conditions: a) be a citizen of any PAIGH member state, irrespectiveg of the
granting university or b) have a degree granted by an accredited university in any PAIGH
member state, irrespective of the stuteaitizenship.

The candidates must write a scientific paper summarizing their work, which is why the Call for Applications i being
announced early, well before May.

Call for applications (Spanish):

http://comisiones.ipgh.org/ CARTOGRAFIA/Premio/Convocatoria Premio_Tesis_Cartografia.pdf
Call for applications (English):

http://comisiones.ipgh.org/ CARTOGRAFIA/Premio/Convocatoria_Premio_Tesis_Cartografia EN.pdf

Source:http://comisiones.ipgh.org/CARTOGRAFIA/Premio.html

XV Convend@dn Internacional de Ordenamiento Territorial y UrbanismoAsentamientos humanos, u
desafio para el Siglo XXI9-13 November 2015, a HabanaCuba

>

XV Convencién de Ordenamiento Terriadry Urbanismo, que s
celebrara del 9 al 13 de noviembre de 2015 en el Pala
Convenciones de La Habana.

El Instituto de Planificacion Fisica le convoca a participar e}laa

o de

La Convencién estara dirigida a urbanistas, planificadores regionales, disefiadores, ambientalistas y faisajistas,
aca@micos e investigadoresasi cano a especialistas en patrimonio construido y natural, sistemas de inforfhacion
geogréfica, legislacion urbana vy territorial, economia, cartografia, catastro e informacion, sociologia y otras agtividades
afines. Se convoca también a autoridaddes derghs niveles, lideres formales e informales, y a aquellog que
compartan inquietudes sobre asentamientos humanos y territorios.

English summaryXV Convention Regional Planning and Urban Developmefiuman Settlements, §
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environmentalists and landscapers, academics and researchers and spediaiiistand natural heritage, GIS, urb
and territorial legislation, economics, mapping, surveying and irgtiom, sociology and other related adtas. It also

challenge for the XXI Century The Convention is aimed at developers, planners regional, desigrlaers,

n

calls authorities fromvarious levels, formal and informal leaders, and those who share concerns about] human

settlements and territories.

Fuente:www.convenciorotu-cuba.com

La Convencién Agrimensura 20123 al 26 de septiembrélavana, Cuba

Remota y Sisteas de Informacion Espacifl
(SELPER), la Sociedad de Geociencias y

La Unién Nacional de Arquitectos e Ingenieros]de
la Construccion de Cuba (UNAICC), la Sociedqad
Latinoamericana de Especialistas en Percepgion

la

Qmmlca la Comision de Hidrografia, GeodeS|a y Teledeteccion y la Comision Nacional de Topografia del frente de

Proyectos, organizan la Convencion Agrimensura 2015, del 23 al 26 dardaptien el Hotel TRYP Habana Libre.
Fecha de limite Entrega de los resumen® de abril de 2015

En el marco de la convencion se desarrollardn varios congresos, reuniones y la sesién conmemorativajpor el 35

aniversario del vuelo espacial conjunto GUWHRSS.

VIl Congreso Agrimensura

VII Congreso de Cartografia e Infraestructura de Datos Espaciales

VIl Jornada de Educacién para Centroamérica y el Caribe

[l Congreso de Percepcién Remota y Sistemas de Informacion Espacial
Il Congreso Internacional de Avals y Catastro

Il Encuentro Iberoamericano de Topégrafos y Agrimensores

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 -9

English summarySurveying Convention 2015 he National Union of Architects and Construction Engineerp
Cuba (UNAICC), the Latin American Society of Specialists in Remote SensitigSpatial Information Systen|s

of

(SELPER), the Society for Geosciences and Chemistry, Hydrographic Commission, Geodesy and Remote S¢nsing and

the National Commission of Surveying Front Project, organized Surveying Convaftignfrom 23 to 26 Septembd
atthe Tryp Habana Libre Hotel.

=

Under the conventigrseveral conferences, meetings andommemorative session for the 35th anniversary of joint

CubaUSSRspaceflight have been organized

VIl Congress Surveying

VIl Congress of Cartography and Spatial Datfdstructure

VII Workshop on Education for Central America and the Caribbean
[l Congress of Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Systems
Il International Congress of Appraisers and Cadastre

Il Iberoamerican Meeting of Surveyors and Land Surveyors

=A =4 =4 -4 -84

Fuerte: http://www.agrimensuracuba.com/

Publication of January/February 201®dition of the GeoSUR newsletter

Fy | 1 The GeoSUR Newsletter is Ja

F‘ A | Geosun Newsletter W digital publication on geospatial_|

| Sm— S topics of interest to the Lati
By [ Bubrwury. SUVE Vahums 1. Smive § - 3 American community it is

published in 3 languages: Spanish, English and Portugnsgde this $sue:

(Integrated North Angan Map).

1 Santiago Borray, from the coordination of GeoSUR Progrémtitp://www.geosur.infg/ comments on spati
databases in The Cloud and the GeoSUR Program.

1 The General Secretariat of PAIGH grants a GeoSUR Award-Blohdrable Mentiond National Renewabl

1 The interview of this month is with leaders and technical assistants to the first workshop of the MIANlproject

Energy Inventoryof Mexico (INERE), and announces the Third Joint Technical Meeting of the Commigsions

of the Institute.
Spanishhttp://www.ipgh.org/GeoSUR/boleti@eoSURv2n1_esp.pdf
English:http://www.ipgh.org/GeoSUR/newsletter/GeoSURv2n1_eng.pdf
Portuguesehttp://www.ipghorg/GeoSUR/boletim/GeoSURv2n1_por.pdf
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Un libro digital gratuito: Introduccion a las Infraestructuras de Datos Espaciales
English summarySpain's National Center for Geographic Information publishefl in
Introduccion a las December 2014 arde digital book (in Spanishiitled "Introduction to Spatial Da
Infraestructuras Infrastructures”, licensed under €BY 4.0. The authors participated as members off the
9% Dubad Enmideion Forum on Geomatics and Surveying Engineering of the Working Group of the Spanish
i v SDI The aim of this work is to serve as a collegelteak for a first course of introductign
o En diciembre 2014, el Instituto Geografico Nacional de Espafia (CNIG) ha publicfdo el
_ E libro titulado "Introduccién a las Infraestructuras de Datos Espaciales." Se trata de §n libro
digital gratuito (publicad bajo una licencia C8Y 4.0.). que ha sido elaborado porjel
Foro en Geodesia y Cartografia del Grupo de Trabajo de la Infraestructura dg Datos
fa== - | Espaciales de Espafia (IDEEtp://www.idee.e3/
El Foro de IngenierianreGeomética y Topografia del Grupo de Trabajo de la IDEE] que
agrupa a los Centros Universitarios espafoles en los que se imparte esa titulacion, ha elaborado este tgxto con la
intencién de que se sirva de ayuda y apoyo a la docencia a nivel univedstama asignatura de introduccién ajlas

principales tecnologias y estandares relacionados con las Infraestructuras de Datos Espaciales.

En la publicacion se incluyen ejercicios practicos y esta prevista publicar una edicion actualizada cada afi@, dado el

vertiginoso ritmo de novedades y nuevas versiones que se producen en este campo. El resultado es

un tratado

introductorio que creemos puede servir para cualquiera interesado en internarse en el mundo de las IDE desde un punto

de vista técnico y practico.

Descargarhttp://www.ign.es/ign/layoutin/libDigitalesPublicaciones.do
http://www.ignes/ign/resources/acercaDe/libDigPub/Libro_Introduccion|DHZijp);
http://www.sncp.gob.pe/pdf/Librolntroducci%C3%B3nalasIDE%202015pbf)

El indice del libro es diguiente:

Prélogo

Capitulo 1. El nuevo paradigma IDE. Concepto, componentes, actores y razén de ser de una IDE
Capitulo 2. Plataformas tecnolégicas

Capitulo 3. El marco 1SO 19100

Capitulo 4. El marco de referencia del OGC

Capitulo 5. Especificaciones datds

Capitulo 6. Calidad de servicio

Capitulo 7. Servicio de Mapas en Web (WMS)

Capitulo 8. Web Feature Service (WFS)

Capitulo 9. Servicio Web de Coberturas (WCS)

Capitulo 10. Catalogue Service for the Web (CSW)

Capitulo 11. Clientes de catalogo

Capitulo 2. Servicio de Procesamiento en la Web (Web Processing Service, WPS)
Capitulo 13. Metadatos

Capitulo 14. Visualizadores para IDE

Capitulo 15. Aspectos legales

Glosario

Bibliografia

Para el desarrollo de los ejercicios practicos se incluye el uso de lta@sntomo gvSIG, OpenLayers 2 o God
Earth. Los clientes de catalogo ArcGIS Viewer for Flex, GeoNetwork, eXcat,Degree, MDweb o Plan4all.

Ademds se practica con los servicios disponibles en el Directorio de la IDEE, el IGN, Cartociudad, la Infreede
Datos Espaciales de Catalufia (IDEC), y un largo etcétera.

El libro complementa a otros publicados en espafiol como::

Pasado, presente y futuro de las Infraestructuras de Datos Espaciales (2008) de Javier Valencia Mtz. de Antofi

http://ww2.pcypsitna.navarra.es/Aprende/Documents/PASHRESENTEY -FUTURO-DE-LAS-
INFRAESTRUCTURASDE-DATOS-ESPACIALES.pdf.pdf
http://www.bubok.es/libros/210512/PASADPRESENTEY-FUTURO-DE-LAS-INFRAESTRUCTURASDE-
DATOSESPACIALES

Fundamentos de las Infraestuat a s de Dat os
http://redgeomatica.rediris.es/Libro_Fundamento IDE_con_pastas.pdf
26
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Fuente:http://www.blogidee.blogspot.com.es/2015/01/introducelas-ide.html

Thesis:Disefio metodoldgico para creabE a escala CiudaeRegion en Colombia

B | INIVERSIDAD Auturo(s): Rojas Guerrero, Martha Nubia
Sl NACIONAL Maestria thsis, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Facultad de Ciencias Agr
; Bogota(2014)

s SEDE BOGOTA

ResumenEste trabajo de investigacién presenta los principales lineamientos que se deben tener en cuenta
construir Infraestructuras de Datos Espacidl&) a escala ciudadregion en Colombia, teniendo en cuentg los

conceptos de ciudad y de regién que se aplican para nuestro pais, con base en la informacion geografica prd

los estandares geoespaciales necesarios para la construccién de iniciativas IDE.

La metodologia de investigacién empleada se desarrollé a partir de una serie deuetapategcriben a continuacio
T Etapa 1 ARevi si n Documental 0: en |l a cual s e

un Sistema de Informacién Geogréfica (SIG) y se profundiza en la definicion de ®Hadaih.

Etapa 2 WAEIl aboraci n de En cque petrates diagnosticar ladsituacdofi de
informacion geogréafica en cuanto a datos geograficos producidos por entidades distritales y nacionales, p
de informacidn geogréfica, implementacién de estandares geoespaciales, disposicién y aecadordeation
espacial; posteriormente, se tabularon y analizaron los resultados obtenidos.
Etapa 3 Al mportancia de | os Est8ndares
proponen los estandares geograficos que titer una IDE Ciuda&egion.
Etapa 4 ADisefo Metodol -gicoo: Se
cémo consolidar cada uno de ellos y es en esta etapa donde se propone un nuevo componente d
fundamentalepara la IDE CiudadRegion.

Geoespac

La investigacion permitié tener un diagnéstico de la situacién actual en cuanto a la produccién de datos g¢g

implementacién de estandares geoespaciales, disponibilidad, acceso y uso de la informacion, aplican@ogie

relacionada con los servicios web geograficos, y asi tener una evidencia muy real de la problemética existentd

a Gestion de la Informacién Geografica, que llevaria al disefio de la presente metodologia con el fin d
implementar Infaestructuras de Datos Espaciales a escala GRdgibn en Colombia, siendo una de las prim
iniciativas que integre la informacion geoesphde la Ciudad con la Regién.

Palabras clave:IDE,
Information, Geographic Standards, Metadata, Policy, Fundamental Data

English abstractThis regarch project presenggiidelines thashouldbetaken into account to buildity-regionscale

SDI in Colombia, based on the contgpf city and region applying in our country, framed on the produced spatig

and geospatial standards required for the construction of SDI initiatives.

The research used methodology was developed from a series of steps described below:
il
hierarchy also were considered. Exploration about the worldwide IDE initiatives, differences with Geo
Information System (GIS) and revision in thdidiéion and full of meaning of CifRegion concept.

Stage 2 "Development Survey": a tool to identify the situation of geographic information about geograp
produced by The District of Bogota and national institutions, spatial data producersatggostandard
implementation, and access and sharing of spafiamation; subsequently, the resultidgta veretabuated and
analyzed.

Stage 3 "Geospatial Standards": In order to guarantee the interoperability of data, geographic standards
implemenedat the proposed CitiRegion SDI.

establishing how to consolidate each component, and it is in this stage where a new component is prdpe
City-Region SDI.

The researclprovidesa state of the current situation regarding the production of geographic data, geospatial g
implementation, accessibility and use of information technology application related to teelgeservices, ahthus

showsvery real evidence of the problems in terms of Geograptiarrhation Management. Thisddo the design &
methodology to helgreate and implement spatial data infrastructurtnéoCity-Regionscalein Colombia, which ig

one of the firstnitiatives to integrate city level and regional level data.
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Keywords: SDI, Information, Geographic Standards, Metadata, Policy, Fundamental Data

PDF: http://www.bdigital.unal.edu.co/4823/1/795060.2014.pdf

Fuente:http://www.bdigital.unal.edu.co/46823/

North America RegionSDI News

USA: Progress needed on identifyirgpospatial dta expenditures

GAO-15-193: Published: Februar§2, 2015. Publicly released: March 16, 20Psogress needed on identifyifig

geospatial data expenditures, building and utilizing a data infrastructure, and reducing duplicative efforts

Federal agencies and state governments u

m LS. Government Accountabllity Office

missions. For example, after Hurricane Sandy
2012, the Federal Emergency Management Agd
used gegsatial data to identify 44,008ouseholds that were damaged and inaccessible and reported that, as a
was able to prndde expedited assistance to area residents. Federal agencies report spending billions of d
geospatial investments; however, the estimates are understated because agencies do not always track

investments. For example, these estimatesiatoinclude billions of dollars spent on eadbserving satellites tht

produce volumes of geospatial data. The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) and the Office of Ma
and Budget (OMB) have started an initiative to have agencies identifyreport annually on geospatialated
investments as part of the fiscal year 2017 budget process.

FGDC and selected federal agencies have made progress in implementing their responsibilities for the Natio
Data Infrastructure as outlined in @Mguidance; however, critical items remain incomplete. For exampl

variety of geospatial atasets to support the

ncy

result, it

ollars on
geospatial

hagement

al Spatial
the

committee established a clearinghouse for records on geospatial data, but the clearinghouse lacks an effective search
capability and performance monitoring. FGDC also initiated pland activities for coordinating with staje
governments on the collection of geospatial data; however, state officials GAO contacted are generally nof satisfied

with the committee's efforts to coordinate with them. Among other reasons, they feel that thige®is focused on
federal perspective rather than a national one, and that state recommendations are often ignored. In additi

, selected

agencies have made limited progress in their own strategic planning efforts and in using the clearinghoisser jo reg
their data to ensure they do not invest in duplicative data. For example, 8 of the committee's 32 member agefcies have
begun to register their data on the clearinghouse, and they have registered 59 percent of the geospatial data they deemec

critical. Part of the reason that agencies are not fulfilling their responsibilities is that OMB has not made it a p
oversee these efforts. Until OMB ensures that FGDC and federal agencies fully implement their responsibi

iority to
ties, the

vision of improving tle coordination of geospatial information and reducing duplicative investments will not b¢ fully

realized.

OMB guidance calls for agencies to eliminate duplication, avoid redundant expenditures, and improve the dfficiency

and effectiveness of the sharingdadissemination of geospatial data. However, some data are collected multipl
by federal, state, and local entities, resulting in duplication in effort and resources. A new initiative to createld
address database could potentially resulsignificant savings for federal, state, and local governments. How
agencies face challenges in effectively coordinating address data collection efforts, including statutory restri
sharing certain federal address data. Until there is efeecterdination across the National Spatial Data Infrastrug
there will continue to be duplicative efforts to obtain and maintain these data at every level of government.

Access ftill report: http//www.gao.gov/assets/670/668494.pdf

See prior GAO reports on geospatial information:
1 Geospatial Information: OMB and Agencies Can Reduce Duplication by Making Coordination a Priorityl 45
226T (Dec 5, 2013http://www.gao.gov/products/GAQ4-226T

Geospatial Information: OMB and Agencies Need to Make Coordination a Priority to Reduce Duplication
1394 (Nov. 26, 2012), Geospatial Informatidntp://gao.gov/products/GAQ3-94

Geospatial Information: Better Coordination and Oversight Could Help Reduce Duplicative Investment34-G
824T (Jun 23, 2004http://gao.gov/products/GAD4-824T

|l

il

Source: http://www.gao.gov/products/GADE-193
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USA: Senators Warner and Hatchntroduce Bipartisan Geospatial Data Act

I% TUE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES U.S. Sens. Mark R. Warner {@A) and Orrin Hatch (RJT)

introduced on 17 March2015 the bipartisan Geospatial Data

Reform Act to improve oversight and reduce duplication in
management of geospatial data. The federal government i

Accountability Office (GAO), fderal agencies do not consisten
A BILL track or report geospatial investments, which results in duplic

| ke A8 el W N Bl sl Tl v s local governments as well as private companies.

the
5 the

largest buyer of geospatial data, but according to the Goverrjment

tly

tive
et el efforts and expense by various entities, including federal, statr and

The federal government is therdast purchaser of geospatial dhta

T R R e Lo but some very basic questions about how and where agenci

T A et P e g 1 r eady investing in this da
b ool 2E iour bill woul d bring trans
collection of thisdataaren sur e that taxpayer dollars are not b

The Geospatial Data Reform Act would require federal agencies to report, as part of their annual budget sub
the President, how much they spend on geospatial data lasdgeospatial information they collect. It would
designate the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as the chair of the Federal Geographic Data C
(FGDC), an interagency committee established by OMB in 1990 to organize and coordinate gbiomcodnd
management of geospati al dat a, and require the FG
comes to geospatial data management.

Additionally, the bill will provide a clear definition for geospatial data and metadatayainonprove governmen
transparency and availability to public information.

The | egisl ati onds hitpuwiw.striedxom/doci2598323938/Geaspdiialta Referm Act

Source:http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2015/3/wairachintroducebipartisangeospatialdata-act

USA: 4th anniversary of FGDC standards update

The Federal Geographic Data Committee has postedFdiruary 2015

bS are

ta ca
par en
e ing v

ission to
SO
bmmittee

DC to

f dc standards update on the FGDC web site. February 2015 marks t
FederalGeographicDataCommittee

e 4th

anniversary of the standards update, which covers FGDC, INCITS L1/ISp TC
211, GWG, OGC, and other standardization activities for January 2015. [here
are nearly 240 standards listed in the standards updat&éHedog has been maintained continuously since Febjuary

2011.

Source:http://www.fgdc.gov/standards/monthlyStandardsUpdate/Z2215

USA: Partnering to develop high quality land coverqaucts in Washingtorstate

date land cover informatipand more accurate wetland m3
to explore trends in wetland loss and find strategies to &
future losses. Producing and developing land cover da
expensive and requires technical expertise and time that

Process: Wo programd the Washington Department
Ecology and NOAA Coastal Change Analysis Program
CAP)d worked together on their shared goals of upd
regional land cover data and improving wetland map
accuracy. The team was able to expedite #H@AP 20D land

Issue: The Washington Department of Ecology requiretbup

agencies donét al ways havel

ps
void

fa is
mnany

Df
(C
ing
ing

cover update and develop a longer period of trend analysis with historic 1992 data from the coastal pprtion of

Washington State.

The partners worked to improve wetland mapping accuracy for the state. They also used a new method for

modeling

potental wetlands by combined several data layers, including the National Wetland Inventory, Soil Survey Geggraphic

(SSURGO) data, National Hydrography DataseC AP, National Elevation Dataset, and Landsat Satellite imager

29
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modeling. This approach providedmore robust representation of potential wetland features than any single
could provide alone and addressed areas with gaps in coverage or dates.

Impact: Because of this partnership, the Washington Department of Ecology was able to obtaiegROED land

ata set

cover data quickly, 1992 data at a lower cost, and wetland maps that were more accurate. The wetland potenlal product

may be useful for wetland mitigation, restoration site evaluation, and assessing areas as past or current we
wetland potential methods were later applied to the enti®@A® national mapping area and used to improve
wetlands categories mapped within all the regional land cover products produced by NOAA.

ands. The
the

Source:http://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/stories/wa?utm_source=MailChimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DCC [Harl5

USA: USGSreleases new land cover dafior Alaska

The latest edition ofthe National Land Cover Dataset (NLCD 20

where land cover chaeghas occurred across the Nation over time. De
from carefully calibrated, lonterm observations of Landsat satellites, NL
data are used for thousands of applications such as best practices
management, indications of climate change, detangi ecosystem staty
and health, and assessing spatial patterns of biodiversity.

For Alaska, this database is designed to provideean cyclical updating o
the state's land cover and associated changes. Based on Landsat

of land in Alaska and identifies which ones have changed since thq
2001. With a decade of change information available, resource man
researchers, planners in government and inddsayane who wishes to investigate the toficcan better understar
the trajectory of land cover change patterns and gain insight about land cover change processes.

NLCD is constructed by the 1dember federal interagency MuMResolutionLand Characteristic€onsortiumj

(MRLC). This ongoing 20 year collaboration of MRLC demonstrates an exemplary model of cooperation

http://www.mrlc.gov/nlcd2011.phpfor Alaska is now publicly availablg.
The extensive NLCD database continues to add to our understand’lng of

imagery taken in 201, the data describe the land cover of eacima@er cellj

11,

ved
CD

n land
S

satellite
year

hgers,
d

Among

government entities that combine resources to efficiently provide digital land cover for the Nation. Their teanjwork in

producing the NLCD at only significantly advances land cover science and data, but saves taxpayer money.

NLCD 2011 products were released for the conterminous U.S. last year; products for Hawaii and Puerto Rig
released later this year. NLCD data can be downloa@edof charge at the MRLC webs{tgtp://www.mrlc.gov).

Source:http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=4131

New ASPRS positional accuracy staadis for digital geospatial data released

D will be

- ASPRS Positional Accuracy Standards The American Society for Photogrammetry gnd

— " for Digital Geospatial Data Remote Sensing (ASPRS) has released a 1new

n B e e Positional Accuracy Standards for Digital Geospdtial
Data. The new standards are available |at:

__ http://www.asprs.org/PAIDIvision/ASPRS

POSITIONAL-ACCURACY-STANDARDS FOR-DIGITAL -GEOSPATIAL-DATA.html

The new ASPRS accuracy standards fill a critical need for reaps@and map makers alike. For centuries, map $cale

and contour interval have been used as an indication of map accuracy. Users want to know how accuratel

they can

measure different things on a map, and map makers want to know how accurate maps nigedrtebt® satisfy usg

1

requirements. Those contracting for new maps depend on some form of map accuracy standard to evaldatafftije
between the accuracy required vs. how much time and expense are justified in achieving it, and then to dgscribe the

accuracy of the result in a uniform way that is reliable, defensible, and repeatable.

The new ASPRS standards address recent innovations in digital imaging aidagory sensors, airborne G

inertial measurement units (IMU) and aerial triangulatiéi)(technologies. Unlike prior standards, the new standprds
are independent of scale and contour interval, they address higher levels of accuracies achievable by [the latest

technologies (e.g. unmanned aerial systemsLaDdR mobile mapping systems), arftelyy provide enough flexibilit

to be applicable to future technologies as they are developed. Finally, the new standards provide cross refgrences to

older standards, as well as detailed guidance for a wide range of potential applications.
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No prior U.S. acuracy standard comprehensively addresses the current state of mapping technology, which id
new ASPRS standards were developed. The National Map Accuracy Standards (NMAS), developed in 1947
used because they are simple, but there iscmntific correlation between those standards and current ma

why the
, are still
bping

methodologies. The ASPRS 1990 Standards were an improvement over NMAS; however, they did not d¢ well in

representing the capabilities of Lidar, orthoimagery, digital mapping cameras orcothemt technologies in wieg
spread use today. The National Standard for Spatial Data Accuracy (NSSDA) is a reporting standard that refe
old ASPRS 1990 standards and is cnefsrenced in the new ASPRS standards. NSSDA provides no ac

ences the
uracy

thresholds and does not by itself provide any new or updated guidance on how to select or specify an appropriate

accuracy for intended applications.

The new ASPRS standards were developed by the ASPRS Map Accuracy Standards Working Group, a joint
under the Photogrammetric Applications Division, Primary Data Acquisition Division and Lidar Division, whic
formed for the purpose of reviewing and updating ASPRS map accuracy standards to reflect current techng
subcommittee of this group, ceisting of Dr. Qassim Abdullah, Dr. David Maune, Doug Smith, and Hans
Heidemann, was responsible for drafting the document. Draft versions of the standard underwent extensive re

ommittee
N was
logies. A
Karl

iew, both

within ASPRS as well as through public review by other key petited mapping organizations, prior to final approfal

by the ASPRS Board of Directors on November 17, 2014.

Source:http://www.asprs.org/PresReleases/NevdSPRSPositionaltAccuracyStandardsor-Digital-GeospatialData-
Released.html

Call for applications: Summer of Maps (three month student fellowships)

s Summer of Maps is an opportunity for students to apply theisskiljeospatial analys

S
d to

SUMMER  MAPS  to help a nomrofit organization. Students are set up with a mentor from the fie

@esri Ao Google

guide them on two different projects in a diverse selection of sectors. What malles the
fellowships different from many internships or studert gxperiences is that studefts

are trained and allowed to essentially be their own project manager. From writing to proposals to presenting fo clients,

this experience will undoubtedly give students aw@linded feel of what it is like to work as a geatsgl professional
Plus, this is a paid experience! The fellowship will last for three months.

The deadline for student applicationsMsrch 15, 2015 Fellowships begin on June 1, 2015. Eligible students

are

individuals accepted into or enrolled in accredited possecondary institution located in the United States, inclugling

community colleges, universities, masters, PhD and undergraduate programs. If you are accepted into or en
college or university program as of April 2015, you are bl@gto participate in the program, even if you will grady
during the progranhttps://screendoor.dobt.co/azavea/28lsnmerof-mapsstudertapplication

See theselected nonprofit projects here:
http://summerofmaps.wordpress.azavea.com/wp
content/uploads/sites/6/2002/2015_02_26 SummerOfMaps_OrganizationDescriptions _Final.pdf

Experience professionals can also apply to be a mentorhigrgiwww.summerofmaps.com/geivolved/

Source:http://www.summerofmaps.com/

A Shared Geospatial Metadata Repository for Ontario University Libraries: Collaborative Approache

Author(s): Erin Forward, Amber Leahey & Leanne Trimble
New Review of Academic Librarianshgosed online2 March 2015

Abstract Successfully providing access to special collections of digital geospatial data in ac

specialized standards is a formidabthallenge for libraries. The Ontario Council of Univer
Libraries' Scholars GeoPortal project, which created a shared geospatial data infrastructure,
centrally curating metadata for shared geospatial data collections, using a collabortoestaffective consortia
model. This paper presents the background and findings of the Scholars GeoPortal project. Through the deve
advanced library systems and expertise, libraries in Ontario have improved discovery and access to gatssfiat]
researchers.

Keywords: metadata standards, geospatial data, GIS librarianship, consortial approaches

Source:http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13614533.20022662
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http://www.asprs.org/Press-Releases/New-ASPRS-Positional-Accuracy-Standards-for-Digital-Geospatial-Data-Released.html
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https://screendoor.dobt.co/azavea/2015-summer-of-maps-student-application
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Call for abstracts and speciakssions 9th Symposium of the International Society for Digital Earth
5-9 October 2015, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

AR iammnd.gt 2015
1 Applications to Science and Policy

1 Digital Earth and Citizen WelBeing, and
1 Digital Earth Education and Outreach

and practice relating to étfive conference themes:
9 Digital Earth Theory and Technology
1 Earth Observation

Digital Earth concerns the integrated use of digital techmgpi es t o moni t or , map ,
environments. At Digital Earth 2015 up to 1,000 scientists, engineers, technologists, and environmental man
around the world will meet to share concepts, research findings, technologiesaetichpapplications relating to
Digital Earth vision.Interested contributors should submit their abstract or proposal for a special ses&joi by,

2015 Submission details can be found under the Program menu thtipdtdigitalearth2015.caAbstracts and

proposals will be promptly considered by the Scientific Program Committee.

Middle East & North Africa RegionSDI News

Egypt: Cooperation protool on the use of techniques of remotersing and GIS

A cooperationpr ot oc ol b e Mimigtre of Pldhigng @rid Ghe Ministry of Scientifig
Researchwas established i@ctober 2014 The potocol focuseson the use of maote sensingj:
techniques andimensiors of geographiénformation systems i& g y sdévélopment strategy

Source: http://www.narss.sci.eg/

In December 201 gy pt 6 s Nati onal A ing ama Spac

the infrastructure that could serve the sustainable development project
of NARSS Medhat Mokhtar said in a statemevibkhtar hailed the Chine

?

y
Sciences (NARSS3igned a cooperation deal with the China National Space
Administration (CNSA) to serve sustainable development projects and ppace
technology industry.The agreement will bolster cooperation in satefite
manufacturing, constation of ground stations, data processing and improying

Digital Earth 2015 seeks abstracts describing the state of tije art

odel
ers from

for

Head

potentialin the fields of remote sensing and spaciences. He asserted that

Egypt is seriously going ahead with satellite and space science and is capable of developing such a technology.

NARSS also signeda cooperation agreememntith the China Center for Resources Satellibata and Applicatio
(CRESDA) on ChinaBrazil Earth Resources Satellite (CBER8)remote sensing data sharing and applicati
CBERS4 wasjointly developed by China and Brazhd successfully launcheth December 2014The CBERS4
satellite is equipped with four cameras that monitor the Earth's surface, particularly deforestation, water and
use

Source:http://www.narss.sci.eg/news/view/2/NARS S %2ijiration%20ageements%20in%20Dec.%202014
http://en.almalnews.com/mobile/Pages/StoryDetails.aspx?1D=1453

Lebanon: SUstainable NAtural Resources managementtfdam and early warning systa (SUNAR)

I1 framewor k of the Lebanese

dualll Gemll iboll pul=dl  regional project aiming at capacity building for the sustainable management of natur
and water resources. The Lebanese National Council for Scientific Research,(@fRBvww.cnrs.edu.lt)/ and

CIMA Research Foundation (Centro Internazionale in Monitoraggio Ambientale) have signed a consulting ag

on AEstabli shment of Sustainabl e Natur al Resour
intervention of CIMA Research Foundatidocuses on setting up the operational platform for Early Warning Sy
strengthening technical and operational capacities on flood and forest fires forecast, including the use
Observation.
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An intensive training on Early Warning System for flood and forest fire was held at (
headquarters, in the week from 9 to 13 February 2015. The training was carried ou
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http://digitalearth2015.ca/
http://www.narss.sci.eg/
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http://en.almalnews.com/mobile/Pages/StoryDetails.aspx?ID=1453
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See alsoEstablishment of Natural Resources Managan®atform and Early Warning System under the Patrona
His Excellency Mr. Akram Chehayeb, Minister of Agriculture in Leband8eptember 30, 201
http://www.cimafoundation.org/en/establishmeifinaturatresourcesnanagemenplatformandearlywarning
systemunderthe-patronageof-his-excellencymr-akramchehayekministerof-agriculture/

PDF: http://www.cimafoundation.org/wpontent/uploads/News/Report SuNaR_Kickoff meeting 30 9 ZBM4df

Source:http://www.cimafoundation.org/endebanesealelegationtrained-at-cima-hg-on-probabilistic-flood-forecastand-dynamie
risk-forecastfor-forestfire/

10th National GIS Symposium in Saudi Arabid1-14 May 2015, Dammam

10 LA 0 The 10th National GIS Symposium

,';u—{':i The 10" National GIS Symposium @ Saudi Arabiawill featuring a statef-

in Saudi Arabia S . . . .
G15 v Favaed far Bulding Sauc Arabia Gis: sEEETE  technical session§he Symposium wil

e g sty A bring together stakeholders from acrg

the geospatial domain- academia
researchers, students, and the industryone placefor interaction, sharing and discussion on various topics su
collaboration @ technologies and experiences gained. The symposium is intended to encourage the exd
knowledge and experience in geospatial sciences among researchers, practitioners, and professionals within
and abroadThose who cannot participateelitly can watclsymposium activitiegia Live Broadcast

Source:http://www.saudigis.org/cms.aspx?cid=37

Summaryof Regional Workshop on the Integration of Statistical and Geospatidbrmation

More than thirty researchers, exper
delegates and heads of varig
statistical agencies in the Aralowid,

the-art exhibit, plenary, keynet and]

e of

n

SS

h as
hange of
he country

Sl
us

S representing 13 countries, participaged

i in the  Regional Workshop @
Integratlon of Statistical and Geospatlal Informatiamich was held~ebriary 16-19, 2015 in Amman Jordan The
workshop wasrganized by the Arab Institute for Training and Research in Staf{stitRS),
in collaboration with the Royal Jordanian Geographic CefR(EG http://www.rjgc.mv.jo/), S ey,
.

andconvenedn accordance witkN Statistics Divisiorand UNGGIM. *,:\{;,r-PHxa;, ¥
J AITHS g

v
Brigadier Gen. Dr. Eng Awni AtKasawneh, Director General of RIGIressed the importance Y
of geospatial information in raising the efficiency of workarsStatistical Departm@s andfor v
its role in improving the quality of statistical wobly supporting the accuracy mdsults.Dr. Al- e
Kasawneh explained the role of RJIGC in providing all natiamstitutions with the necessary

geographic information, aerial and satellitgages that contributes isustainable developmernie pointedto the role
played by the RIG@o provide necessary data andommation to the Department @tatistics, whichcurrently is
tackling the use oélectronic device$or data collection for th€ensus2015 He alsoreferred to the establishment t
SDI Jordarportalthat contains a huge amount of geographic information, aerial maps and satellite avaitgble td
users in policy andetisionmaking.

n

Dr. Abdul Aziz Moalemi, Director General of the rab Institute for Training and Research in Statisiisnted tothe
importance of participatory acticand cooperation with the RJGiUie to its great experience in the field of geosp
data as well as itechnological possibilities

tial

The RIGC and th Arab Institute signed a memorandum of understanding aimed at cooperation and exclfange of

experiences. Dr. AKasawneh said the RIGC will provide human, training and scientific expertise to ensur,

rapid

availability of data and statistical information do research and scientific studies that will help decision makefs by

providing geographic data and information prepared in accordance with international standards, praising the
Statistical Institute, which is considered an example of thet frab work in making policies, plans, training
offering technical consultancy that accompanies international developriiéetsMlOU will be rolledout to variou
Arab statistical agencies to allow participation in courses related to geographimatifor that helps to link dai
because of its importance in reducing the cost and increasing the speed and accuracy.

rk of the
d

The MOU stated: Cooperation in organizing statistical and geographic information training workshops, colducting

scientific applied stu@is and researches, organizing scientific conferences and symposia, exchanging of inf
and publications in addition to offering advice on issues of common interest, and preparing training prograr
relevant fields for three years.
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http://www.cimafoundation.org/en/establishment-of-natural-resources-management-platform-and-early-warning-system-under-the-patronage-of-his-excellency-mr-akram-chehayeb-minister-of-agriculture/
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http://www.cimafoundation.org/en/a-lebanese-delegation-trained-at-cima-hq-on-probabilistic-flood-forecast-and-dynamic-risk-forecast-for-forest-fire/
http://www.cimafoundation.org/en/a-lebanese-delegation-trained-at-cima-hq-on-probabilistic-flood-forecast-and-dynamic-risk-forecast-for-forest-fire/
http://www.saudigis.org/cms.aspx?cid=37
http://www.rjgc.gov.jo/
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See: Draftagenda of the meetinbitp://ggim.un.org/docs/meetings/Regional%20Workshop_Jordan/Draft%20Agenda
9-01-2015.pdf Report of the Meeting and Technical f@sentations are forthcominf,

http://ggim.un.org/Workshop Amman_Jordan.html

Source:http://www.rjgc.gov.jo/NewsDetails.ps?NID=373&lang=en

UN/Islamic Republic of Iran Workshop on the Use of Space Technology for Dust Storm and Dro
Monitoring in Middle East Region
26-30 September 2015, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

This workshop is being organized dddress topss related to th

use of space technologies in drought monitoring as well a

dust storm tracking and monitoring. A particular focus will bg
the Central Asia area, often affected by such environmental phenomena. Also, in collaboration with UICEEY ity
convention Secretariat and other stakeholders, a session will consider specific benefits of space tools in
environmental monitoring of the Caspian Sea basin. Knowledge will be exchanged on various applicationg
domains and applitality of existing drought monitoring systems to the region as well, addressing specific conc
the host Government and neighbouring countfemtact.oosa@unoosa.org

Source:http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/SAP/sched/index.html

UN/International Astronautical Federation Workshop on Space Techogy for SocieEconomic Benefits
9-11 October 2015, Jerusalem, Israel

This workshop is being organized tiscuss space technologi

Light

5 for
on

the wider

in these
brns of

S,

applications, information and services that contribute to sustaigable
economic and social development programmes, with a prifnary

focus on the use of space technology for water reso
management; increase awareness among deaisakers and representatives of the research and academic conj
of space technology applications for addressing economic development; examicestaspaceelated technologie
and information resources in the above thematic areas available forssidgreconomic development needs
developing countries; promote educational and public awareness initiatives as well as contribute to the
building process in these areas; and strengthen international and regional cooperation on the subjects.

Contact:.00sa@ unoosa.org

Source:http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/SAP/sched/index.html

United Nations/United Arab Emirates High Level Forum: Space as a [@rivfor SocicEconomic
Sustainable Development
1517 November 2015, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

This workshop is being organized tprovide updates an

rces
munity

D
in
capacity

3

recommendations on the potential of space innovations agd to

address the crossutting impact of intgrating the economig
environmental, and social policy and regulatory dimensions of space in pursuit of global sustainable developr

hent. The

main objectives include the presentation of lessons learned in the four thematic areas of space economy, typdce socie

space accessibility and space diplomacy as well as all their interactions aduhkatges. It will also aim to produce

a

declaration with a set of recommendations to shape the positioning of space activities as a driver for innovatign, socio

economt development and diplomacy for a sustainable fulDostact:oosa@unoosa.org

Source:http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/SAP/sched/index.html

~

Call for applications : EaBUWONESCO fAFor Women in Scienceo Fe

L 6 @l has launched the"®e d i
Sciencebod Levant

tion of téald) NEBGODoMd&lor U
a n ltp:/Evewipidfr) ik ertdel towmsomotearsd

For VWOmMen

in Science 10,000 Euros each will be awarded in 2015 to five exceptional women scientists comir]

Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, State of Palestine, and Syria. Beadine 7, 2015

i

UOREAL

Source:http://www.cnrs.edu.lb/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=355:ta}
applicationfwis-levantand-egypt&catid=2:news&Itemid=10
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Global SDI News

Invitation to tender: Experienced researcher for work on research report on the potential impacts of jopen

data on global agriculture and nutrition

The objective of thiswork is to contribute targetef

G@ D AN research and discrete written content to inform a-hjgh
S‘I:I'I:I.I'l:ﬂ level White Paper Report on the opportunities hnd

application of open data in the global agriculture fnd

nutrition sectorThe researcher will support a team at the Opata Institute (ODIhttps://theodi.orgwho will provide

guidance and overall editorial oversight. The ODI is leading this research initiative as part of the Global Open|Data for

Agriculture and Nutrition Initiative (GOBN, http://www.godan.infgy.

agriculture- especially to address development and sustainabilitydsgiee report will also provide a key advoc

cy

The purpose of the report is to consolidate the growing evidence base on the potential and impact of opin data in

and commurdation resource for GODAN, as GODAN segtisshape global policy and deba@osted proposals d
by: 09.00 GMT,7 April 2015.

e

Source:http://www.godan.info/calfor-tendersby-the-opendata-institute/

0i 6Young Scientist fr om 9Dé¢SDE Symposiumg Count
young scientist from a developing country to attend ISDE9 in Hali@agada, ® October, 2015nd also to 3
candidate for the SDIM training workshop organized in China in the year following. The developimges includg

Digital Earth (http://digitalearth2015.cp/and promote the Digital Ear
(http://www.digitalearthisde.org) vision worldwide, the Young Scientit

Committee of ISDE an€AS-TWAS SDIM are offering a travel award toja

yo T

To encourage active participation in the 9th International Symposium on

all countries in Africa, South and Central America (including the Caribbean), most countries of southern Akia, and
Oceania (ISDE uses the United Nations interpretation of 'developing country’, refer to the United Nations jebsite:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49regin.htm#develofjéd winners of the paper competition must Jbe
giving a presentation at the 9th Symposium of the ISDE, and be younage3ityears. They must submit a full copy of

the paper through the Call for s on the conference websited simultaneously to the ISDE Secretariat befor¢
April 2015.

Source:http://www.digitilearthisde.org/news/746

International Society for Digital Earth (ISDE)Video Competition

ISDE wishesto involve more young peoplender 35 years of agé) Digital

Earth activitiesas well agublicize and promote the vision anapabilities of
Digital Earth. ISDEhas launched a competition for videos theamote thg

The best videos will be distributed by electronic media to everybody interested in the developmetSDEthEhe 3

min video should present the authorés CV (30 sec.])

(2 min. and 30 sec.pubmission deadline for videosugust 1, 2015

The Finalists will be promoted during the 9th ISDEY§psium (Digital Earth 2015) in Halifax, Canada, and uplogded

to the official ISDE ScienceStage Chanrie top 5 will receive ISDE diplomas and gifts, and will be publicizei
the ISDE websitéhttp://www digitalearthisde.ord. The top 1 will get a one year free personal online subscripti
the International Journal of Digital Earth.

Source:http://digitalearthisde.org/news/744

International Workshop on Supporting Future Earth with Geimmformation
9-10 June 2015, Beijing, China

This joint workshop will present the latest development of global spatial {data

futu r?art h production and sharing, exchange successful application experiences of glebal geo

information, examine wpo-date user requirements and key gaps, and identify major

challenges. It aims at promoting the mudisciplinary collaboration towards
35

creative representation of the Digital Earth in virtual form by young pepple.

on

n to
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providing reliable global gemformation to support Future Earth.

Future Earth(http://www.futureearth.orgis a global research platform aiming to provide knowledge and supportjng to
accelerate our transformations to a sustainable world. Dynamic Planet, Global Development and Transfgrmations
towards Sustairality are its three research themes. These depend critically on the availability and utilization of feliable
information at both local and global scale. With the advancement of remote sensing, spatial information technglogy and
modern cartography techngjies, more and more spatial data sets at both global and local scales have been prqduced in
the past and will be generated continuously in the future. Supporting Future Earth with reliable globglrgexion
is becoming a key challenge for assuring wccessful global understanding, environmental change angysis,
transformational development and dynamic modeling.

Source:http://ngcc.cn/article/en/GLC2015/

Blog: OGC standards enable a new collaboraibusiness model for providing imagery and imagipg
services

Guest Post by Edric Keighan, President & CEO, CubeWerx and Glen Stowe, Product Manager, Ci{\bargbri 1,
2015

The combined pressures of organizations faging
small budgets and big publishingoplems havd
caused the emergence of an interesting buskess
model: the Imagery Collaborative (IC). Thgse
collaboratives are groups of small to medigired
organizations, governmental and Agn
governmental, getting together and cooperating to

share the cds of collecting, maintaining, a

publishing the data their customers require. Structured this way, the IC can afford the resources necessqry to hire
planes, task satellites and host the acquired imagery. Collaboratives may be global in scope or Heyomese

around the needs of a single state, province, country, or even specific market segments. Research commynities who
share common goals are also excellent candidates for the formation of imagery collaboratives. All that is reqpired is a
will to cooperate and share content. This implies a large enough overlap in requirements so that collaboratipn makes
sense.

FlySask2.ca

The Saskatchewan Geospatial Imagery Collaborative (SGIC) (FlySask2.ca), is one example of a growing number of
geospatial data and serviceslabbratives in Canadés their web page explains:
ASGIC is a partnership of organizations sharing knowledge and costs relating to acquisition and use of remot¢ly sensed
satellite and aerial photographic imagery for mutual and public beB&HIC providedree public viewing access to ifs
basic imagery sets through a Public Web Mapping Client and -Sta@dard Web Map Services (WMTS, WM¥).
SGIC members receive access to additional functions andrésgiution imagery through the Membédsly access
point.o

Source:http://www.opengeospatial.org/blog/2190

OGCWhite Paper on smart cities spatial information framework

The Open Geospatial Consortium (OGJR)
membership has approved the OGC® Smart Cjties
Spatial Information Framework white paper.

A Smart City uses location as an organizing princjpal
to benefit residents, visitors, and businesses o} all
types. When organized using the concepts of space
and time, information about cities can be the bfmsig
many powerful services, analytics and decigioaking. Realizing these benefits depends on effective communidation

of location information. That communication happens when platform, system and application developers ggree on
location data encodings argpatial software interfaces. Even simple point location queries and responses frequire
agreement on the naming and ordering of many parameters.

This OGC White Paper provides the beginnings of a spatial information framework for urban spatial intethiz e
on open standards such as OGC CityGML, IndoorGML, Moving Features, and Augmented Reality Markup Lhnguage
2.0 (ARML 2.0). A spatial information framework provides the basis to integrate GIS features, imagery,] sensor
observations and social media inpport of city governance and servicdsis essential document for Smart Cjty
systems planning is available free at
https://portal.opengeospatial.org/files/?artifact id=61188
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Saurce: http://www.opengeospatial.org/pressroom/pressreleases/2181

CEOS Earth Observation (EO) Handbook 2015 Special Edition on Disasters

cids Pl The CEOS Earth Observation (EO) Handbg@o&sents the main capabilities of satellite Eqrth
CEOS

* SATLLTE AKTH SOSERUATIONS observations, their applications, and a systematic overview of present and planned

IN SUPPORT OF DISASTER AISK REDUCTTON

e Agency Earth observation satellite missions and their instruments.

; | o help address global sustainable development challenges and, in particular, the inform
A &ﬁ? need to define and implement weiformed environmental policieand the conventions th
%—w . support them.

This new 2015 Editior(http://www.eochandbook.com/echb201®xplores how satellite E
contribute to disaster risk reduction in countries with varying capacityrdiregsiructure. It als

ﬁ“ The 2014 Editior{http://echandbook.com/index14.hinfibcused on the ways that satellite d{ta

tion we

t

D

highlights the main capabilities of satellite EO, their applications, and the challenges in converting satellite (Iiata into

useful information and knowledge for disaster risk reductdmih editions are available on the EO Handboehsite,
as is the annually updated CEOS Missions, Instruments, and Measurements Batgbasgacto-resource for curren
satellite Earth observation information and plans.

Source:http://ceos.org/hom2/eohandbook2015/

Near ReaiTime AMSR2 data beingaleased

i

Meteorologists, oceanographers, climatologists, scientists, and researchers needing-tiear

Global Change Observation MissidnWater (GCOMW) satellite will be available general
within three hours of an AMSR2 instrument observation.

The near realime data from AMSR2 that is being released is a combinedo@@an produc

real

environmental and atmospheric data have a new resource at their disposal. Startings gy, h
data from the Advanced Microwave Scanning Radiometer 2 (AMSR2) instrument abogrd the

which includes surface precipitation, wind speed over the ocean, water vapor over the ocean, and cloud liquid water
over the ocean, and will be p ere MNeadreatime tCépabiity fph EON, /0B A 6 s
LANCE, system(https://earthdata.nasa.gov/data/nesattime-data/aboutanceg. Other near reaime products basep
on AMSR?2 data, sth as snow, sea ice, and soil moisture, are expected to be released later in 2015.
LANCE provides access to data collected by sensors on Earth observing satellites generally within three Hours of a
sensor observation. While LANCE products are not intertdethke the place of standard data products (thdt is,
sciencequality products created using the best available ancillary, calibration, and ephemeris information), thdy are an
invaluable resource for users needing the most current satellite data ptussilslke decisions about natural eventg as
they are occurring, such as wildland fires, hurricanes, ice conditions, or dust storms.
See alsoGetting petabytes to people: How the EOSDIS facilitates Earth observing data discovesg and u
https://earthdata.nasa.gov/abewisdis/news/gettingetabytegpeoplehow-eosdisfacilitatesearthobservingdata
discoveryanduse
Source:https://earthdata.nasa.gov/abeabsdis/news/neaeal-time-amsr2data-beingreleased
NASA releases first global rainfall and snowfall map
NASAG6s Gl obal Pr e c i(@PiM} raigsiong n Me «
has produced its first global map of rainfall and snowfétie
GPM Core Observatory launched one year ago on P7
February 2014, as a collaboration between NASA and] the
Japan Aerospace Exploratiorgéncyi acts as the standard fo
unify precipitation measurements from a network of |12
satellites. The result is NASA's Integrated Mhuglitellite
Retrievals for GPM data product, called IMERG, whjch
combines all of these data from 12 satellites into alejgg
seamless map.
The map covers more of the globe than any previous NASA
precipitation data set and has repeat coverage every three hours, allowing scientists to see how rain and sgow storms
37
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move around nearly the entire planet. As scientists workteund t and al | the el ement|s of
systems, and how they could change in the future, GPM provides a major step forward in providing the $cientific

community comprehensive and consistent measurements of precipitation.

Source:http://www.nasa.gov/press/goddard/2015/february/resaasedirst-globakrainfall-and-snowfaltmapfrom-newmission

Facilitating open e&change of data and information

Author(s): James Gallagher, John Orcutt, Pauline Simpson, Dawn Wright, Jay Pearlmap, Lisa

iNFoRMaTics Raymond , _
3 Earth Science Informaticganuary 201fnot an open access journal]

statement, there are a number of complex, and sometimes contentious, issues that th

Abstract By broad consensus, Open Data presegreat value. However, beyond that simple

science

community must address. In this review, we examine the current state of the core issues of Open Data

with the unique pespective and use cases of the ocean science community: interoperability; discovery and access;
guality and fitness for purpose; and sustainability. The topics of Governance and Data Publication are also expmined in
detail. Each of the areas covered agetHemselves, complex and the approaches to the issues under considerdtion are

often at odds with each other. Any comprehensive policy on Open Data will require compromises that are bes

resolved

by broad community input. In the final section of the reviess provide recommendations that serve as a starting point

for these discussions.

See also: http://rcn.iode.org/about/facilitatingpenrrexchangenf-dataandinformation ; Report of the Research
Coordination NetworlRCN:OceanObsNetworkacilitatingOpenExchangeof DataandInformation
http://www.nsf.gov/geo/oce/pulssh_open_data report fineday-30-2013update.pdf

Keywords Open datalnteroperability Governancelata publication

Source:http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs121854-0202-2

GBIF and EU to improve biodiversity information for developing countries

The European Union (EU) and the Global Biodiversity Informajion

J\ GBIFORG pacility (GBIF hitp://www.gbif.org) have launched a fowr e a r
i = e : million project aimed at increasing the amount of biodiverp
information available for developing countries.

GBI F6s Biodiversity Information for Devel opment

a3.9
ity

Bl D)

countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. By gathering information relevant for policymakers, BID willfenable

those countries to meet key policy needs and commitments under intergovernmental processes like the Con

ention on

Biological Diversity (BD) and the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBEY). BID

will also help the European Union fulfil the commitments made to avert global biodiversity loss.

Bl D6s objective is to i mpr ovtlesetregiens, ereblirzy diedmersityt infoonfatiota t u r a

be used as evidence for decisions and thus support humabeiveg|

The funding will support two specific areas of activity. First, GBIF will identify needs and priorities for biodivfersity

information b r each target region through studies, wor

shops

individual projects will expand on existing biodiversity information networks and implement best practices in gqthering

and sharing policyelevant biodivesity information in decisiommaking.

BI' D wil |l initially f ocusoff meetindis planiced as partnotia regiorel eyentanjdapet 0 s

Town i n May . O0Africa Ri sing: Mobilising Bi
(http://www.sanbi.org/news/sanhbstafricarising-mobilising-biodiversitydatasustainablaevelopmentonferencg

value of biodiversity data in decision making, and the opportunities that exist to strengthen capacity in mobili

odi ve

ng such

will bring togetherpolicy makers and a range of experts from across Africa to accelerate regional understandizlg of the

data for universal access and uB&D will subsequently work with partners in the Caribbean and Pacific regio
develop priorities for biodiversity information and will issue calls for proposals at a later stage of the project.

Source:http://www.gbif.org/page/80492
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UN General Assembly adopts resolution Global GedeticReference Frame

Delegaés in the United Nations General Assematioptedon 26 February 2015 a
consensus resolutiomhich addresskglobalgeodetic infrastructurdBy its terms, the
resolution urged States to voluntarily implement open sharing of geodetic d
standards and conventions, inviting them to improve national geodetic infrastru
and engage in multilateral cooperation that addressed infrastructure gedp<s
duplications, towards the development of a more sustainable geodetic refe
frame.

Laiec Natang

General
Assembly

Co-sponsored by 52 Member States, the resolution was originally put forward biytrgducing the texte nt i t

global geodetic reference frame for sustainabdievelopment (document A/69/L.53http://daccesslds
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/045/27/PDF/N1504527.pdf?OpenElema#)i j i 6 s represen
broadly dealt with global geospacial information management.
geospacial data, capacibpilding and the integration of international standards and conventions.
from such work would be imgtant for the development community, in terms of tracking changes in populatio
caps and the atmosphere. Such a common framework would provide a sound basis for multilateral cooperatio

See videoGlobal Geodetic Reference Frame for Sustainalgieeldpmenthttp://www.ungarf.orgl UN-GGIM Global
Geodetic Reference Frame for Sustainable pmaknt from Kartverket on Vimeabttps://vimeo.com/89695290

Source:http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/gal1623.doc.htm

UN, DigitalGlobe sign agreement to collaborate on higésolution satellite imagery and geospati

solutions
announced the signing of a Memorandum

DigitalGlobe®
Understanding (MOU) with the United Nationidnder

the MOU, DigitalGlobe and the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNQQ®8g://www.unoosa.ory/|

DigitalGlobe (https://www.digitalglobe.con)/

-.. United Hatlons
i Ofice for Quier Spaoc Adfairs

UNDOSA ﬁ i

ati ve

Its implementation would enable the shpring of
Information derived

s, ice
.

Al

of

will take stock of their combined expertise in the use of earth observation technologies for economic, sofial, and

scientific development and improved decisimaking, particularly in developing countries.

UNOOSA and DigitalGlobe will work to develop an online platform to provide easy access to imagery catalo

ues as

well as data and analytical services specifically tailored for the needs of the United Nations. Under the agreement,

DigitalGlobe will provide advisoryservices on remote sensing imagery and geospatial analytics, workin
UNOOSA to advance and accelerate adoption of geospatial and satellite ibagedyanalytics across the en
United Nations System. The cooperation will also extend to Digitakskbls participation
supported events and activities, including those of the United Nations Platform for-t#sacke Information fo
Disaster Management and Emergency ResponseSPIDER http://www.un-spider.orgf and of the United Nation
Geographic Information Working Group (UNGIW@itp://www.ungiwg.orgy.

Source:http://investor.digitalglobe.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=70788&p=RssLanding&cat=news&id=2020491

Using Earth Observations in developing sustainable development indicators

The potential integration of earth observation @

Linied Matons Stalistcal Comminsion

with
ire
i n

vJ

ata

B pmwen of i b e | o v gt

into the emerging set of stainable developme
indicators under consideration as part of the -

t
st

2015 development agenda was the focus of a dialogue held Febry&@187at United Nations (UN) headquartersjin

New York City. Moderated by CIESIN director Robert Chen, the sigmtemcluded three case studies illustratingfthe
current use of earth observations and other geospatial data in national statistical systems, water sector moniforing, and
other environmental and resource applications. To help set the context, introdentarks were given by Tatjana vgn

Steiger Weber, minister, the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the UN; Barbara Ryan, executive directpr of the
Group on Earth Observations (GEO); Stefan Schweinfest, director of the UN Statistics Division (UNSD) dhdjthe
Global Geospatial Information Management (@GIM) Secretariat; and Chen. More than 80 individuals attendejl the
event, which was corganized by Switzerland, GEO, the UBGIM Secretariat, and the Japan Aerospace Explorgtion

Agency (JAXA). The event isre of a series of activities preceding the start of the 46th Session of the UN Sta
Commissioron March 3d.

See:Side Event46th session of the Statistical Commissidbhe Role of Earth Observations in Developing Indica
for the Pos015 Devéopment Agenda: Starting a Dialogu27 February2015 United Nations, New York, NY
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/statcom_2015/seminars/earth obsertokerhl
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Source:http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/news/browse

Looking forward again: Four thoughts on the future of GIS in 2015 anctyond
ArcWatch: GIS News, Views, and Insighi{fsebruary P15

In 2011,E s r ArcVatchpublicationaskedMichael F. GoodchildEmeritus Professd
of Geography, University of California, Santa Barbai@ briefly speculate on th
future of GIS. Heoffered five thoughts: GIS will be adapted to the ind
envirorment, we will have the ability to know where everything is, GIS will ber
enormously from the emerging Internet of Things, GIS will be increasingly real
and the GIS of the future will express multiple views of geograpbyr years later
all five are developing rapidly, with new research and new products emerging
time. But the pace of change in GIS is faster than ever before, and today several exciting new developments
horizon. So by way of an updathjs aticle, again penned by Goodchild, highlightair GlISrelatedtopics that arg
very much on hignind at the start of 2015Thesetopicsinclude: grsonal data and privachjg data and spatia
prediction, technology development with spatial cg@sgfunctionality, andthe expansion of the gespatial field

Source;http://www.esri.com/esmews/arcwatch/0215/fotthoughtson-thefuture-of-gis-in-2015and-beyond

GSDI ONLINE CALENDAR

GSDI's calendar of upcoming international event$tgi://www.gsdi.org/upcnis a uniqgue summary of global a
regional conferences, symposiums, workshops, and otheededatherings that pertain to spatial data infrastruc
such as spatial data handling, data visualization, open data policy, research cyberinfrastructure, ang
applications. GSDI is always on the lookout to include appropriate events, so if gaudhout one which is ng
already included, feel free to submit it.

GSDI DISCUSSION FORUMS

To see lhe latest news from theraail Forums maintained by the GSDI Committees and the regional SDI, n&sits
the website at http://www.gsdrg/discussionlist, choose thed=r um o f interest and
discussion lists are open to anyone who is interested in participating, and joining instructions are at the web 3
You do not have to be a member of the GSDI Association irr émdein a Forum.

® GSDlg

The GSDI Association

s Agsocintion

Our Visioné i of worl d where readi | d

their daily lives.

S a everyone can

y
OurPurposeé i s to encourage i nt er na timpementhtiorcanddpvelopmeni od n
national, regional and local spatial data infrastructures.

Our Missioné i s t o airfovnamtioo keest gracices, knowledge sharing and capacity building for the
improved sharing and application of geographic infation.

For more information, visit the GSDI Association website at http://www.gsdi.org
The GSDI Regional Newslettés edited by Kate Lance, GSDI News Editor, suiblished by the GSDI Association

The Editor may be contactedrawseditor@gsdi.ordPlease feel free to submit your news to the Editor, relevant tq
SDI initiatives at any level, or seneheail announcemertb news@gsdi.org
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